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The purpose of this study is to conduct an interview-based survey of Japanese families who have
moved abroad and analyze their experiences chronologically, aiming to bring the minority experience into
relief. We interviewed 10 families who had moved abroad and now reside outside Japan. We conducted
interviews with 3 families in Chicago in November 2015 and 7 families in New Jersey in August 2016.

Based on the survey, overseas residents experienced various culture shocks as a result of interacting
with ethnic groups in the networks to which these overseas residents themselves belong. Results
demonstrated that short-term residents lack the human networks and time to solve problems, while
long-term residents solve problems by drawing on Japanese networks and many ethnic networks in the

community.
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