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Abstract
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Shigeki Kondo believed that early childhood education has three aims: to stimulate children’s will to
be active, to activate experiences in children’s daily lives, and to foster expression of their daily life
through language. When these three aims are met, Kondo believed, children will be able to make
various images active by using language. From Kondo’s point of view, in order for these three aims to
be attained, opposition between intellectual education and moral education must not occur.

For Kondo, the purpose of moral education is to sublimate temporary emotion to continuous
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morality. Emotion is a sensuous sentiment caused by physical stimulus. By contrast, morality is the
advanced sentiment that seeks cultural values. At first, children activate their emotion. After that, their
emotion will be put to use in order to learn morality by using language. Encouraging this process is

called “moral education” by Kondo.
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