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In this paper, we introduce “the Japanese Sandhi Database” (hereafter “the Sandhi
DB”), which contains many examples of sandhi often used in daily conversation,
while explaining its usage and usefulness. This database, under production, in-
tends to help L2 learners of Japanese who start studying Japanese through comics,
animation and movies. Sandhi forms, such as sugee hiyaQto suQkara ‘because
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it’s really chilly’, are regarded as non-standard Japanese and hence are hardly
covered in conventional Japanese L2 education. When learners cannot understand
dialogue with the sandhi forms cited above, there is no way to consult a dictio-
nary for sugee (< sugoi ‘very’) and suQkara («— surukara ‘because I will do s0”).
For this reason, the Sandhi DB consists of data to assist users in understanding
the constituents of search words according to common Japanese dictionaries. It
also contains phonological and morphological conditions of sandhi for improving
the search accuracy of the Sandhi DB and for supporting learners’ autonomous
learning. The database is currently in beta version created in Microsoft Excel® in
order to easily share the database and simplify data entry; however, in the future,
the authors aim to make the database available in a format which can be accessed
via smartphones, so that L2 learners can easily access its content and search for
Japanese sandhi forms on the web.
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