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Modality is similar to the Point-of-View projections as described in Nishigauchi
(2014) in that both express mental attitudes. However, while the POV projec-
tions can designate some sentence-internal protagonist’s point of view, modality
has been conventionally conceived of as representing the speaker’s point of view
exclusively.

However, modality is capable of expressing some sentence-internal protagonist’s
viewpoint, especially in constructions involving causal relations. From this per-
spective, we compare two causal connectives node and kara. While node readily
allows the content of the clause to represent the perspective of a character in the
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main clause, especially one identified as Sentient Focus, kara requires some spe-
cific conditions to be met for a non-speaker viewpoint to be expressed.
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