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Abstract

Using the data from the National Law Database System, Matsuda (2011) showed
that the current Japanese law exhibits a sizable variation of sahen verb conjuga-
tion, i.e., between the sahen-type conjugation and the godan-type conjugation, and
between the sahen-type conjugation and the kamiichidan-type conjugation. The
data, however, failed to show a clear tendency of change when arranged by the
legislation year of each law, strongly suggesting a limitation of the synchronic na-
ture of the database. Adopting a new database that enables us to trace the whole
effective law from 2001 to 2011, this paper demonstrates that some of the sahen
verbs show a clear change over the past 10 years. Moreover, the ratio of number
of laws including only the conservative forms to the total number of law with all
the variants is decreasing. As such, we conclude that the best practice in analyzing
the linguistic change in the law is not plotting the variation by the legislation year,
but accumulating the synchronic analysis of each year’s variation.
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changes that appear first in the vernacular, and represent the operation of internal, linguistic factors. At the outset,
and through most of their development, they are completely below the level of social awareness. No one notices them
or talks about them, and even phonetically trained observers may be quite unconscious of them for many years. It is
only when the changes are nearing completion that members of the community become aware of them. Changes from
below may be introduced by any social class, although no cases have been recorded in which the highest-status social
group acts as the innovating group.”
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