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Abstract
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ETH 3,

This paper reports on the result of a survey done in March 2011 with students
of Beijing Foreign Studies University into sentences requiring question word +
‘ka’ constructions. Results of the survey were in line with expectations, however
there were also some noteworthy results. In particular the fact that as many as
1/4 of the students with experience in Japan would have trouble with question and
request patterns was unexpected. This may be due to differences in the teaching
materials and methods used during their instruction. A point to review is whether
the participants may have been confused between the patterns used in the survey
containing question word + ‘ka’ for either questions or indefinites, with sentence
patterns using question word + ‘mo’ for universal quantifiers.
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