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On SILY and TALKS

Kobe Shoin now has a new research institute, called Kobe Shoin Institute for
Linguistic Sciences (SILX). The emphasis of this institute is on a variety of
subfields of both theoretical and applied linguistics and language studies. Its

main activities will be

1. Publication of its feature journal Theoretical and Applied Linguistics at
Kobe Shoin (TALKS) and other technical reports;

2. Hosting research meetings such as colloquia, symposia, and seminars ad-
dressed to both specialists and the public; and

3. Acquiring and maintaining books and journals of the related fields.

The SILE is proud to present the first volume of its feature journal TALKS.
The four articles presented here, covering phonology, syntax/semantics, soci-
olinguistics (variation theory), and language teaching, represent the width and
depth of the inquiry that the Institute is devoted to.

Special thanks go to Shitho Takenouchi for his patience and help in the final
stage of producing the output from the typeset prepared on the PC and work-
station using ITEX 2¢, a document preparation system specifically developed
for academic writings. Michinao Francis Matsui deserves acknowledgment for
his expertise in intricate aspects of INTEX 2. Without the advice and help of
Francis, who even prepared some of the graphic materials used in this volume,

this enterprise would not have been possible.

SIL>: Colloquium Abstracts

Colloquium Series # 1: May 27, 1997
Syntactic and Pragmatic Factors in Japanese-English
Code-Switching

Miwa Nishimura (American University)

In many bilingual communities, people use two languages in a sin-

gle conversation. They alternate between two languages smoothly
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and frequently, even within a sentence boundary. Many previous
formal studies of intrasentential code-switching postulated that in-
trasentential code-switching could not occur between two languages
with different word order (Belazi, Rubin & Toribio 1994; Sankoff
& Maineville 1986; Sankoff & Poplack 1981; Woolford 1983), and
that nonce borrowing (of nouns) is the alternative to code-switching
in such pairs (Poplack, Westwood & Wheeler 1989). This paper,
based on Japanese/English data collected among Niseis in Toronto,
Canada, will demonstrate that both borrowing and intrasentential
code-switching occur in Japanese/English. Borrowing can be found
when the Niseis choose to speak in Japanese; they borrow English
nouns for filling in lexical gaps. When they choose to speak both
Japanese and English, intrasentential elements of various syntactic
categories are switched. Finally, the paper will demonstrate that
Japanese/English code-switching is free as long as the head direc-
tionality is respected.

Colloquium Series # 2: December 6, 1997
Unaccusative Constructions and Second Language Acquisition
Makiko Hirakawa
(Tokyo International University)

Previous studies report that unaccusative verbs (e.g. arrive, die,
fall, break, melt ) cause problems to L2 learners (Balcom 1997, Hi-
rakawa 1995, Yip 1995, Zobl 1989, etc.). For example, Japanese
learners of English produce incorrect passivized sentences, such as

the following.

(a) The earthquake was happened last night.
(b) My grandfather was died two years ago.

Errors like (a) and (b) are confined to a subgroup of intransitive

verbs; namely, unaccusative verbs.

Learners who produce such errors nonetheless accept correct forms.
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Based on the results of the experimental studies that I conducted, I
investigate how L2 learners acquire unaccusative constructions. The
Unaccusative Hypothesis as well as differences between English and

Japanese are also discussed.
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SILY is planning to launch its official homepage on April 1, 1998. Not to
mention the members’ profiles, past and upcoming events, publication notices,
SILY Homepage will also feature the members’ FTP-downloadable papers in

Postscript or PDF format. So please come and visit us in the cyberspace at:

http://www.banjo.shoin.ac.jp/~ SILS/index.html

[Also accessible from Shoin’s entry page at: http://www.shoin.ac. jp/]



