WINDOW ON JAPAN

Part 1. HISTORY AND RELIGION

THE JAPANESE COUNTRYSIDE

Japan is an island country: she consists of four large
islands, two middle-sized ones and thousands of small islands.
They stretch down the coast of China as if guarding her
from the violence of the Pacific waters. She looks like a
serpent or dragon with her head towards the Pacific and her
body dwindling away into a tail like a sea-horse. It is little
wonder that Japanese children are very fond of the shape of
Japan and feel her to be far superior to the clumsy bulk of
China. But Japan is not as long as she was before the war,
as she has been shorn of Sakhalien on the north and Formosa
on the south.

It is said that the whole country was thrown up out of
the sea by volcanic action. This is quite possible, as there
are many extinct volcanoes and many still very much alive.
In fact, a new volcano was born in Hokkaido just after the
war ended. It took only four to five months to rise into
a full-grown one from a flat plain which had no hint at all
of a lurking volcano beneath. Scientists rushed up from the
mainland to Hokkaido to watch it grow before their very
eyes.

Some years ago a volcano on an island had an unusually
big eruption and sent out enough lava to join the island to
the mainland. This was the birth of a peninsula. In the
middle of the last war an island came up out of the sea and,
after a good look round for a few days, went down again,
finding the surface of the world rather too warm for its
liking! It is not therefore surprising that there are frequent
earthquakes all over the country.

If you look at a chart of the winds of the world, you
will see countries which lie in the path of the westerlies and
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of the trade winds. Look at Japan and you will find endless
little arrows pointing to it from every direction. Japan is
buffeted by strong winds and is in the path of the typhoons
which usually rush across the ocean from the south-west to
the north-east. Kyushu and Shikoku are everlastingly reap-
ing the doubtful benefit of these typhoons, and the loss of
life and the damage to property is very great.

Fires are very common after typhoons and earthquakes,
completing the damage which they have begun. As the
houses are of dry, light wood the fires spread very easily.
It was for this reason that the damage done by air-raids in
Japan was greater than that done in England in one seventh
of the time.

The mountains of Japan are rugged; they have not been
rounded off by the action of ice, and the rainfall is so heavy
that they are left more jagged than ever. So rocky and rugged
are the mountains that the Japanese love to paint them as
they appear when mists hang in the valleys at the feet of the
crags. Early mornings and evenings are exquisitely beauti-
ful in the country.

Queen of the mountains stands Mt. Fuji, an inverted cone
with graceful lines and the short flat top of an extinct crater
14,000 feet high. She catches the first rays of the sun rising
over the Pacific Ocean, and thousands of pilgrims climb up
every summer to worship the sun just after three o’clock in the
morning,

The largest fertile plain lies between Tokyo on the east
and Karuizawa on the west. To right and left one sees rice
and vegetables growing everywhere. The sea-coast is espec-
ially beautiful with its long stretches of pure sand and prom-
ontories of green hills and pine trees. Fishing boats and
junks add to the beauty of the Japanese seaside scene.

The population of Japan is about 80,000,000, which gives
it about twice the density of England. The cities are packed,
and probably more people are capable of living in a small
space in Japan than any other country in the world. The
country too, is all under cultivation as far up the mountain-
side as is possible. Every inch is used, and some of the
fields are absurdly small, just wee terraces cut out of the
mountains. There are no pastures, no fields as in western
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countries; there are no places to walk except the paths be-
tween the fields of vegetables, no grass meadows to picnic
in, only wet ricefields that one might fall into if one walked
carelessly. There are no sheep or cows grazing on the quiet
hills.

It would take 60 hours by train to go from the extreme
south of Kyushu island to the extreme north of Hokkaido
island. The mainland of Japan has its most important cities
in the section between Tokyo and Kobe, which are eleven
hours apart by train. Tokyo and Yokohama form one group
of cities and Osaka, Kyoto and Kobe another. Nearly half-
way between Kobe and Shimonosaki at the extreme south
of the mainland lies Hiroshima; and between Tokyo and
Aomori at the extreme north of the mainland lies Sendai.
Thus the country is divided into fairly equal sections by big
cities. On the main railway line running between Osaka and
Tokyo are the great towns of Nagoya, Numadsu and
Shizuoka.

Hokkaido is the district for apples, cows, cheese and sweet
potatoes. Niigata is famous for oil; Nagano prefecture for
silk and wood; Shizuoka for oranges and tea; Nagoya is
chiefly agricultural; Tottori produces pears, and Kyoto dyes
and lacquer ware; Osaka is well known for manufactures;
Kobe for rice, wine and flour; Okayama for straw mats and
fruit; Hiroshima for persimmons and Kyushu for coal and
heavy industries.

While the country remains as beautiful as ever, especially
in spring and autumn, the cities are a salad of old fashioned
and modern buildings and clothes. The ramshackle buildings
that have gone up since the war ended merge into the delapi-
dated ones which escaped destruction, whilst the mixtures of
threadbare clothes and gay second-hand clothes brought
from America make the scene a very motley one. It is
neither oriental nor occidental; neither rich nor poverty
stricken; neither spotless nor slummy. The lack of stone
and brick, of good quality wood or metal that will last, gives
the whole a feeling of a life that is far from everlasting. If
the uncertainties of this world give us a hold on the certainty
of the next, then the Japanese should be the greatest be-
lievers in the after-life.
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THE HISTORY OF JAPAN

The art of printing and writing which, like much else of
her culture, came to Japan from China, was not brought over
until A.D. 284, so no written records can have existed before
that time, and all history previous to that date must be re-
garded with suspicion. Indeed, not until the 7th century was
any systematic collection of ancient traditions made. Histor-
ians have suggested, in fact, that all that precedes the 9th
century must be regarded as traditional, having no contem-
porary evidence to support it.

The very earliest history is clearly mythological. The
stories tell of the beginning of heaven and earth and of the
emergence of various gods and goddesses who came into ex-
istence without creation and then died. Last among them
came Izanagi (Male who invites) and Izanami (Female who
invites). To them was given the duty of making land. Stand-
ing on the bridge of heaven, they thrust a jewelled spear into
the ocean and the drops of water falling from it solidified
to form the island now opposite the city of Kobe. Here
they lived and here they brought forth the other islands
which make up Japan. Then they wished to create someone
to rule this land and they gave birth to Ama-terasu, the Sun
Goddess, who ranks first among the Japanese deities. One
story of her is worth repeating. Having been annoyed by
her brother she retired into her hall and the whole land
suffered darkness and terror. At last the gods made a string
of jewels and a beautiful mirror, and then caused such sounds
of merriment outside her door that she could not resist look-
ing out to ask the reason. They explained that they had
found another goddess more illustrious than she and, at the
same time, held up the mirror before her face. Astonished,
she stepped out and the door was swiftly shut behind her—
all was well once more.

It was a direct descendant of the Sun Goddess, Jimmu
Tenno, who became first Emperor of Japan. Although there
is still much that is mythical and legendary about his reign,
it is evidently based on some kind of historical tradition.
This prince lived in Kyushu, and he and his brother made
plans to march eastward into the mainland and establish a
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government. Many legends have grown up about this ex-
pedition, in the course of which the younger brother lost his
life. Finally, having completely subdued his enemies, Jimmu
settled in a palace at Kashiwabara, where he lived, so the
chronicles say, to the age of 127, dying in 585 B.C. From
him the Emperors up to the present day claim their descent.

Of the reigns of the succeeding Emperors we know little,
but in the reign of the 14th Emperor, legend has it that an
invasion of Korea took place, chiefly inspired by the war-
like Empress Jingo. According to the traditions, this con-
quest succeeded with hardly a blow struck, but probably
these traditions enshrine stories of several later expeditions
as well. The most important result of the invasion was that
Chinese culture began to penetrate Japan, for it had already
greatly influenced Korea and her ambassadors in turn relayed
their knowledge to Japan.

From this time on, the knowledge of Chinese spread, and
since written records were now made possible, the subsequent
history of the country can be regarded as more accurate.

It was from Korea, through an ambassador, that Buddhism
first came to Japan. In A.D. 552, the Emperor received
books on Buddhism and made trial of the new religion but,
when an epidemic broke out, it was attributed to the dis-
pleasure of the native gods and the experiment was aban-
doned. Some thirty years later, a court official was given
permission to practice Buddhism privately. Meantime the
court was rapidly dividing into two parties over the question.
Finally, the death of the Emperor gave the opportunity for
rebellion; the leader of those opposing Buddhism was killed
and from this time on Buddhism was unopposed, though
Shinto remained the way of the Emperors.

In the 9th century an amazing state of affairs grew up,
which lasted until the mid-19th century. It became customary
for the Emperor to abdicate after a very brief reign, some-
times retiring to a Buddhist monastery, sometimes to a private
court where he followed the pursuit of pleasure. Emperors
frequently came to the throne at the age of eight or nine;
consequently they had no opportunity of exercising any auth-
ority; moreover, there were sometimes as many as four em-
perors in retirement. The governing power fell into the hands
of a series of powerful families who used the emperor as a

B

9

bhBHDOTYT, TOMBRKEZS L EIUNCHIT A E TR bl e d T,
FO ORI A & L HITHTAED foDICARINICM Db Fa D TF . Tk, & DHAE
B LTk, RBOR=ADBILEIL LDE  ORENEEN TN DD TTAR, &
I Bl 0 5 &t B BT S AUt MR R 53 22 L O BB IC B 2720 B, 5080

(THA#A) TR127 E TH & b, fITHISSSFIC T mbhlcZ LIl 5T
WES, BRORBXZOMRREXZOMHMHE ShTWbDTY,

ZDOHRDOFEROREDEHE T O TR, (ZLA LML T D T,
B OREDFEINC, W& OEF LG 1< X 5 RN b -7 &
NCWET, RZHIC X Y 3, Z OFIERIGEHROMNCTE &A1 b 7 <
AT ebiic &\ O TR, B S BORR DA & OFIFHMEREDRE 2T A A
TWHDOTIRIW L BbhE 4, & OFEHMEZIEOBE R RIL, T THEAlE
IR E 738 J3 LU W e RIS Los HARIZ A o TR T W ads o e E o
AL, I OFRIC X 5T, BHHARICASTRS X5 ICinsfel & Tl

COERPIR, BEOMBALE D, A LT ON L THRTC LN L LY,
ZOBDOHARDER LTS LFEFTEDL0E) ¥ Lic,

{LBPAARAZRS D X 5 WCinoteDd . 1 NOffifi% il U % i on — k
T L7, THIEAICS524E. RO REAVMAHICHT 2 EELX AF I, ZOF LV
A L THL ) L ENLDTTN, bxdELON, BIRATIIT L. Zhas,
TEEDHN & DR DB NThHDHE I, ZOEBRIMEINDZ L LoD T,
OB LE30HEE. 1 AOEEAMAANN de b CTILER FERT 5 2 L 25F 8 h
TeDTT, HrHEXLDOIAH, HROEEIL, ZOLEREGREICE L Zh53h
BHICED DT Lic, WEINT, REDIENE S & s> THELDE Z » e DT
M FALERDIEEZ DGR SN B KO, ThliE, MlENKEROFEH L LT
B LE Lich, B ER2 80 e TLE 5D TY,

9 IATIC T o Ty B NEHENET NS OTTA, AR IEF T <
DT LTze ZhuE, REPEHHOTEM OBITBM E D &\ S EFIA LR TLE
ST T Lo REWE, FRCIAMICA bl GEEE %), FRCIIFAN 7o fif 21
2 LIEEZBROAETFICILH S MDD T L, 8 &M 9 M TEMICH NI KE
LIRS D & Lice 2D X ) Ieliicid, BRoz & & LT/ 5RO L
TEFVA. FlcBcit, e, T4 AL DITCKENFIET D Z L0 oteD
T, TOWNER, DOREXEY AL LT 2MCBuG 8o L, Fliss
ML % — ORI EETRTETCNLDTT, £ LT, SR NES

15



16

10

puppet whom they could easily control. This in its turn
perpetuated the system, because any emperor who had any
desire to take part in the administration realised he could
exert far more authority from a position of retirement than
as emperor.

The Empire was as yet far from being consolidated and
many expeditions were necessary to subdue remoter places.
This led to the rise of a considerable military class and to
perpetual internecine wars and feuds. The wars of the Gem-
Pei, between the Taira and Minamoto families, lasted many
years and can be compared to England’s Wars of the Roses.

It was the head of one of these families, Yoritomo, who
in 1184 received the title of Sei-i-tai-shogun, which title was
henceforward borne by a succession of men who, until the
19th century, ruled Japan; so powerful were they that for-
eigners coming into contact with Japan thought that the Sho-
gun was the supreme ruler and did not know of the Emperor’s
existence,

Although some of the shoguns were good rulers, many
of them adopted a life of effeminacy and pleasure like that
of the emperors. The Ashikaga shoguns were notorious for
their love of luxury and display; their extravagance caused
them to extort from the farmers as much as seventy per cent
of their harvest in taxes and the state of the country became
deplorable. Both Emperor and shogun were in the hands
of powerful ministers; the military governors of the provinces,
originally instituted by Yoritomo, were fighting each other;
indeed by the middle of the 16th century it seemed that the
country might become completely disrupted into a number
of petty states. At this crucial moment, however, three men
arose who were to save Japan from this fate—Nobunaga,
Hideyoshi, and Iyeyasu.

In 1560 Nobunaga defeated a powerful lord who was
attempting to march on Kyoto, the capital, and seize the
Emperor and Shogun. In 1562 he was commissioned by the
Emperor to pacify the country, assisted by Hideyoshi and
Iyeyasu. A Japanese writer has aptly described the differ-
ences in character between these three men; “ ‘If you don’t
sing,” said Nobunaga, ‘T'll wring your neck.” ‘If you don’t
sing,” said Hideyoshi, ‘T'll make you sing.’ ‘If you don’t
sing,” said Iyeyesu, ‘T'll wait until you do.””
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By Nobunaga’s efforts the line of Ashikaga shoguns came
to an end. But it was Iyeyasu who first took up his residence
at Yedo, later to become the famous imperial city, Tokyo.
His wise reforms, creating an ordered system of government,
based on the dual system to which the country had become
accustomed, was approved by the Emperor, who bestowed
on him the hereditary title of Sei-i-tai-shogun. With this
appointment there began the line of Tokugawa shoguns which
ended only with the restoration of power to the Emperor in
1868.

It was Hideyoshi who was the main instigator of the in-
vasion of Korea which took place in 1592. The fighting was
long drawn out and fierce; in 1596 an attempt at peace was
made but the Japanese Emperor refused the conditions made
by China, Korea’s ally. Fighting continued, until, on the
Emperor’s death in 1598, Iyeyasu, who had always disliked
the war, withdrew all the Japanese troops. There were none
of the rich conquests which had been hoped for; Japan’s
chief gain was that the Prince of Satsuma brought home with
him from Korea 17 families of Korean potters who settled
there and have produced ever since the lovely chinaware
that bears their name.

During this century Japan made her first contacts with
Europeans. In 1542, Mendez Pinto and two other Portuguese
adventurers landed at Tanegashima, south of Kyushu. His
account of his visit no doubt contains many exaggerations,
but some of his stories, discredited in their day, are now
known to be founded on truth. Pinto introduced into Japan
the arquebus and explained the method of making powder.
Within a few years there were within one province 30,000 of
these firearms copied from Pinto’s gift. Pinto was also indi-
rectly connected with the introduction of Christianity into
Japan. On his second visit, a Japanese named Anjiro, who had
heard of the famous Francis Xavier and desired to meet him,
boarded Pinto’s ship with his servant and, reaching Malacca,
met the famous Jesuit. The two Japanese then were sent to
the Jesuit college at Goa where they were baptised. When
they had learnt Portuguese and had been instructed in the
Faith, they, with Xavier and two of his company, set sail for
Japan, arriving at Kagoshima in August, 1549.
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The Jesuits, both by the example of their fine living and by
their preaching, won many converts, though many of these
were ill-instructed and only half converted. Xavier himself,
having failed to obtain an audience with either Emperor or
Shogun, died on his way to China in 1552. Those he left be-
hind him did, however, succeed in gaining the attention of
someone far more important—Nobunaga.

He was strongly opposed to the Buddhists, even despoiling
their temples to rebuild the burned palaces of Kyoto. He
allowed his son to become a Christian, and there were 20,000
converts in Kyoto alone, but he himself was not religious
and never adopted the Faith he patronised. He simply saw
in the Christians a useful weapon against the hated Buddhists,
whose power he wished to reduce. By his terrible persecu-
tion of the Buddhist monasteries, however, he was storing
up hatred which was bound eventually to break against the
Christians when the pendulum swung the other way. Finally,
by the treachery of one of his own commanders, he was
killed in his own palace in Kyoto.

Hideyoshi, who avenged Nobunaga’s death, continued for
political reasons to support the Christians. They even won
from him in 1586 permission to preach the Gospel through-
out the Empire. By 1587, however, Hideyoshi was con-
vinced that the growth of Christianity was a menace to his
power, especially as many lords had caused all their vassals
to become Christians, thus creating large blocs of potential
resistance to him. The Jesuits were warned to leave Japan,
but they merely sought refuge in Christian territory and con-
tinued their work in secret. From a Spanish sea captain who
told how Spain had won her dominions first by winning
converts and later sending in troops, Hideyoshi learned that
aggression might follow even genuine piety and he determined
to act ruthlessly. On February 5th, 1597, six Spanish Fran-
ciscans and twenty Japanese were crucified in Nagoya, the
first Japanese martyrs.

For a few years after Hideyoshi’s death, while Iyeyasu
was occupied in consolidating his position, the Christians
were free from persecution and many more converts were
made. At the beginning of the 17th century, Dutch mer-
chants came to Japan, solely for trade, and the Japanese
were glad to deal with them rather than with the Portuguese
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and Spanish with whose trading they associated religion. The
Dutch moreover took full advantage of the Japanese dislike
of the Spanish and Portuguese. Finally, in 1614, Iyeyasu
issued an edict for the expulsion of Christians. In spite of
this, some stayed in secrecy, and from time to time new mis-
sionaries were smuggled in. Extreme measures were adopted
when more peaceful methods failed, and Iyeyasu’s son, Hide-
tada, carried out the persecution with the most terrible cruelty
imaginable. Every conceivable kind of torture was employed.
The worst persecutions took place in and around Nagasaki,
which had been the main stronghold of Christianity. Very
few recanted and many simple folk, although instructed very
sketchily in the tenets of the Faith, died a martyr’s death with
great courage.

The final blow to Christianity came when many Christ-
ians joined a civil rebellion, in the hope of regaining free-
dom. The rebellious army was, however, surrounded and
defeated, and Christianity, so far as it remained, went
“underground.” The Christians were without priests, yet 250
years later there were found men and women who had pre-
served, though in corrupted form, the Christian Faith.

Meantime, foreign trade with the Dutch, who kept trade
free from religion, continued, though they resorted to un-
scrupulous methods to discredit their Portuguese rivals. The
Japanese were aware of their perfidy and restricted the Dutch
to an island made completely secluded by enclosure with
boards supporting a roof! Yet they continued to do profit-
able business.

In 1600, after terrible experiences, some shipwrecked
English sailors arrived in Kyushu. One of them, Will Adams,
won the favour of the Shogun who, in spite of Adam’s pro-
tests, kept him in Japan to build ships. He was given an
estate and became a person of importance. When the East
India Company sent an expedition to Japan in 1613, it was
through Adams that successful trade negotiations were made.
Adams died in 1620, a greatly respected man who had taught
the Japanese much that was good and useful.

During the 18th century, Japan resolutely shut her doors
to the outside world. Having found that some of the Christ-
ian missionaries were not as honest as their Faith professed,
but had political aims, she feared and hated all foreigners.
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Finally, America found it necessary to try and break
Japan’s isolation. She wished to run ships from San Fran-
cisco to Hong Kong, but such a distance was too great without
an intermediate coaling station and Japan was the obvious
place for this. It was determined to send an expedition
which could make some show of force but would endeavour
to deal peacefully as far as possible. Commodore Matthew
Perry was chosen, and arrived in Yedo Bay in July, 1853.
Perry, with tact combined with unyielding determination,
eventually persuaded the Shogun to send an officer of ade-
quate rank to receive a letter from the U.S. President. Since
officials refused to give an immediate reply, Perry promised
to return in a few months, adding that he would probably
bring more ships.

While he was away on the China coast, the Shogun died.
Japanese officials seized on this as an excuse for procrastina-
tion, saying that no answer could be given until state affairs
were settled. The feudal lords (daimyos) mostly agreed that
the country should remain closed to foreigners; the country
had been isolated for so long that they failed to realise that
America, far from being aggressive, was merely demanding
rights granted by other nations.

When Perry returned, he showed to the Japanese many
modern inventions such as the telegraph, a model railway,
agricultural implements etc., which the Japanese immediately
wished to master.

A treaty was signed at Kanagawa in 1854, opening
Shimoda and Hakodate to American trade and similar treaties
were soon made with Great Britain, Russia and the Nether-
lands. These early treaties were very limited but later ones
were made giving foreign nations full trading privileges.

Meanwhile various causes were leading to bitter feelings
against the Shogunate in favour of the Emperor. Those who
disliked the foreigners, including those who were cheated by
dishonest traders, attributed their troubles to the Shogun who
had signed treaties without consulting the Emperor. More-
over at this time there was a revival of Shinto and its ad-
herents began to promulgate the theory of the Emperor’s
divinity.

Feeling against the foreigners rose and one Englishman
was killed in an accidental encounter with the train of a
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pro-Emperor prince. When the lord of Satsuma refused to
give up the warrior who had done the deed, the British gov-
ernment sent a naval squadron to attack Kagoshima. The
murderer, however, was never found.

In 1867, the Shogun, Hitotsubashi, a feeble person who
had only become Shogun with great reluctance, was advised
to resign by the Prince of Tosa who pointed out that the
country’s troubles were caused by a dual system of govern-
ment which made dealings with other countries very difficult.
So in November, 1867, the Shogunate came to an end.

There was a period of confusion and fighting, for the
Shogun was later persuaded to rebel, but the rebels were de-
feated in 1868. The Emperor Mutsuhito formed a central
government with officers in charge of departments of State.
It was advisable to move the court from Kyoto, which was
associated with the old effeminacy, and finally Yedo was
chosen, receiving the name Tokyo (Eastern Capital).

The great feudal lords voluntarily offered up their lands
and retainers to the Emperor and retired to live as private
citizens, thus ending the feudal system.

It was these daimyos who opposed those who hoped that
with the restoration of the Emperor, Japan would return to
her old isolation. They were now anxious to befriend the
foreigners, and from this time on, Japan took her place in the
comity of nations.

It is worthy of note that when the lords and their samurai
(knights) became private citizens, they were given grants by
the government with which to start business. But the aristo-
crats and soldier class were so honest in their dealings that
they were out-witted by the large commercial class who lived
and were expected to live on their wits, and the samurai
failed in business and became very poor. Many present
missionaries remember the days when the ex-samurai brought
round their ancestral suits of armour, begging the missionaries
to buy them, as they were reluctant to sell them to ordinary
Japanese.

In China, the commercial class is above the farmer who
is above the soldier; hence the commercial class is more
honest. In Japan the order was the opposite; the soldier
class, being higher, was honest; the commercial class, being the
lowest, had no scruples. It was for this reason that for-
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eigners, who mainly came into contact with the commercial
classes of both countries, received the impression that all
Chinese were more honest than the Japanese. Those who
knew both countries will vouch for the dignity and high
moral tone of the military people in Japan up to the time of
war with China in 1938, when thousands were conscripted
from the commercial class to go to war.

THE EMPEROR OF JAPAN

The part played by the Emperor of Japan in the life of
his people has changed somewhat in recent years. The theory
of his divinity was one that was revived within the memory
of many people. It was adopted as a political slogan for uni-
fying the nation under a divine parent. An old Japanese
woman of 78 said to the writer twelve years ago, “I don’t
know what’s happened. The Emperor was not divine in my
childhood, but he is now!” The same could be said by
thousands of octogenarians living to-day.

Although there has probably always been a background of
feeling that the Emperor must be divine, the actual claims for
its recognition have been made only when politics demanded
it. Japan had nothing to build her together when foreigners
started pouring into the country. Something had to be done
in face of imminent disintegration, through the excitement
over the arrival of foreigners and their goods. The Emperor
Meiji, 1868-1911, was given the name Meiji (Enlightenment)
when he came to the throne, to denote his character and the
general tendency of the age. His broadmindedness, his wis-
dom, his interest in countries abroad, his desire to establish a
good government for the people, his democratic constitution
—all pointed towards a sanity of outlook which make it
surprising to think he allowed himself to be considered
divine. It is true that when the Emperor was to pass down
the road the Japanese were not allowed to look down on him
from upstairs: they had to get down on the ground and bow
—but this they had had to do to all their lords in the past.
The word ogamu is used of “looking at” the Emperor. It
is also used of worshipping gods. Undoubtedly this led some
people astray. But ogamu is also sometimes used by people
in the present day when they say “Let me look at the photo
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of your father” or “Let me see your house in the country.”

The writer knows of no cases where the Emperor was
worshipped while he was alive except by the very ignorant who
will not only bow (which is done to anybody) but also rub
their hands together (which is done to gods). But the writer
herself has often been “rubbed hands at™ by beggars to whom
she had given bread.

But that the Emperor was divine was definitely taught
from soon after the great Emperor Meiji’s death, and the time
came when no one dared deny it, though tens of thousands
were dubious about it. Officers returning from the front
during the war of 1941-45, who were given a reward for their
services, wondered about it. But the young boys and girls,
for several years before the war, had had it so dinned into
them that they knew nothing else.

The Japanese practise ancestor worship and were taught
to think their Emperor divine. But it is foreigners who have
confused the two and talked confusedly of “Emperor wor-
ship.” Even at the height of the divinity of the Emperor
theory, when school children every morning were made to
face towards the Imperial Palace in Tokyo and bow, they were
never told to rub their hands in worship. The gym master
would call out “Silent prayer,” and the pupils would bow, but
it was always considered to be prayer to the gods. Conse-
quently, in a Christian school there was no difficulty if the
pupils made a bow toward the Emperor every morning, as the
father of the nation, and then turned back, faced the platform
again and the word was given for silent prayer, and the hymn
announced for the opening of the usual morning prayers. It
would be a very pretty custom if done even now, for the
Japanese still think of the Emperor as the father of the nation,
and their attitude is no different from ours to our King.

When General MacArthur entered Japan with his retinue
of Occupation troops, the Emperor of Japan was guarded
from all possible accident by the placing of an American and
a British sentry at the Palace entrance. This was a symbol
of the attitude of the Allied Forces.

There were, no doubt, unfortunate little incidents when
soldiers and newspaper men rushed in where angels and
better-bred people would have feared to tread—especially
when His Majesty was awaiting the verdict after the trial of
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his former prime minister—but it is on other people’s agonies
that the newspapers thrive. The Emperor was accorded the
same respect that America accords to sovereigns of other
countries. But the agony of defeat hung heavily on the
better class people who suffered intensely for the Emperor.

His Majesty the Emperor, however, once more took a bold
step. He announced that he was human and that no one
should entertain the thought that he was divine. This re-
leased the strain for thousands who would have had such
misery otherwise.

It was said that His Majesty approved of the esteem in
which the King of England was held, and desired to hold a
similar place in the government of the country and the hearts
of his people. His quietness and dignity, his pursuit of
scientific studies; his visiting of hospitals and orphanages, and
schools of art, and his interest in everything that concerned
the life of his people have endeared him to them in a new
way.

One Japanese lady said, “We must at least be grateful that
now we really know our Emperor.” Truly now there is
smoke coming from the chimneys of his people whose real fires
of warmth are burning.

THE RELIGIONS OF JAPAN (1)

Shinto. @ When Japanese artists draw pictures they
draw only what they want to draw and any extra space there
may be is often filled with a cloud, which saves the artist
from having to picture what he doesn’t like and avoids dis-
traction from the central theme. So one frequently sees a
huge cloud coming right across a picture of the interior cf
a house or the middle of a town. It makes all the more
attractive the part which is painted between the convolutions
of the cloud.

So it is with the origins of Shinto; there is more cloud
than clear picture. The western mind says that the poly-
theism of Shinto emerged from the usual animism. No one
can deny that possibility, especially as gods which inhabit
trees, rocks, rivers and mountains are worshipped. There
are Japanese who claim that Shinto was born of sheer grati-
tude and the need for someone to whom to offer thanks. As
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the Japanese people are always thanking each other for kind-
ness, and as often as not buy you a present worth about 30%
of the one you have just given them, here again no one can
deny the possibility that gratitude has played a greater part
in the history of Japan than in western lands.

Shinto is mixed up with ancestor worship. This, the
Japanese claim, was not originally a religion at all in the
modern sense of the word. It is a fact, they say, that the
soul does not die, a fact known to people of old; consequently,
as the future was unknown, those about to die were terrified
as to where they were going and wanted to be sure that their
relatives would remember them and think of them. For a
few years it was easy to remember a dead parent by laying
his place at table as usual, but finally he got relegated to a
corner of the room and his food was brought to him there.
Flowers were brought from time to time and children were
taught when they got up in the morning to go to the corner
and say “Good morning” to Father. Memory faded but
custom continued and superstition developed, and so the
memorial to the departed took on the form of a religion and
the same acts were performed before the departed as before
a god inhabiting trees and rocks. Hence the mixture of
animism and ancestor worship which combined to form the
original religion of Japan.

The question of gratitude is mentioned by Japanese, but
seldom fear. However, in a land of earthquakes and
typhoons fear has played an enormous rdle in the history of
the country and the individual. The Japanese expression
“bachi ga ataru” (you”ll get punished) is one of the com-
monest. To omit a god in your prayers, to stop at saying
a prayer 99 times instead of a 100, to forget to offer food at
the god shelf, the bachi will ataru and any catastrophe
or ill luck will be the bachi. This is natural and appeals
to the Calvinist in every one of us.

The god shelves are the shelves in the corner where an-
cestors are worshipped. For convenience they are raised
above people’s heads, and don’t get in the way. The word for
god in Japanese is kami, literally “the above one.” Kami
means above. Upper Slaughter and Lower Slaughter would
be Kami Slaughter and Shimo Slaughter, if they were in Japan
Up the river is kami; down is shimo. The hair of your head
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is kami; the Government is kami, and, contrary to all state-
ments concerning the position of women in Japan, the wife
of a lower class man is called o kami san, the honourable
kami. Hence in the country of Japan are people with
kamis of many and various orders; with the result that when
Christians first came to Japan to spread the Gospel, they took
the highest name they could find for the translation of God
and called him “Kami.” We foreigners in writing it put a
capital K but in the Japanese letters there are no capitals.
Hence, perhaps unwittingly, we foreigners, in our endeavour
to do the best for God in this country, have put Him among
millions of little chaps of the same designation and we have
laid the foundations for the necessity of hours of long ex-
planations. Had we kept the word “God” or “Deus” or
“Dieu” according to our nationality, we would not have had
to make these explanations, but it would then have been easy
for the Japanese in periods of extreme nationalism to forbid
the Japanese to worship Him on the grounds that He was
an English or Roman or French God.

Missionaries spend hours trying to explain the meaning of
the word “God.” The more mature the missionary, the more
time he spends on it. One missionary bishop of eighty, when
invited to return to Japan on a visit, spent a year and a half
in teaching solely about the nature of God.

The Anglo-Saxons were polytheistic, but they had a father-
god, Alfadir. The polytheistic Japanese have the goddess of
the sun. But in mythology she prayed to a god, which makes
him higher than herself, and he in turn is said to have prayed
to the highest god, but it does not occur to the ordinary
Japanese mind to thrash out the question. The unthinking
accept it; the thinking will come to the conclusion that all
religion is subjective after all. This relegation of God and all
supposed gods to the region of subjectivity is the greatest
difficulty in missionary work among the intelligentsia of Japan.

If a man dies, it is the duty of his son to see that the
family keeps the father in mind at the god-shelf. The son,
now head of the family, is chief officiant before the god-
shelf, and in that sense he is a priest. But this priestly
function has been taken up by people as a profession, and
for money they will perform the rites which the eldest son
should perform. As these take a certain amount of time,
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many are glad to get rid of the heavy duty and worship the
spirit of their father by proxy. Hence developed the pro-
fessional priests who live in the temples, which are glorified
god-shelves. It is a profession in the same way that teaching
is a profession which relieves the parent from the normal
duty of teaching their own children. The growth of the
temples led to various accretions to the original profession
and became the centre of pilgrimages, which also brought in
revenue till the very wealth and grandeur of the temples raised
the profession to one of dignity.

The head-dress of the Emperor, which corresponds to our
crown, and the garb which corresponds to our kingly robes,
are those of the high priest, for the Emperor’s is the first
family of the land and, as high priest, the Emperor officiates
at religious ceremonies of national significance. He is father
in chief, heir in chief with the departed spirits of the Imperial
family and therefore the whole nation.

Shinto is a religion of the performance of ceremonies. The
presence of kami of all sorts everywhere give people the
feeling that there is an unseen world around us. The spirits
wish us well or they wish us evil. Evil spirits must be warded
off in every phase of life and it has become the function of the
professional priest to go from house to house when called
upon to cleanse. He has in his hand a rod with a white
horse’s tail attached which he flicks over the house to be
cleansed. He flicks it over the people who come to the
temples to worship and pay in their pennies. Another instru-
ment for cleansing is a branch of a sasaki tree which he dips
in water to be sprinkled over people and places. He intones
prayers the while, prayers which people cannot understand
and have no desire to, as all is left to him. He is called to
offer food and propitiate the gods when a house is being built.
The chief ceremony is called mune age, when the beam of
the roof is lifted into place and prayers are offered for the
safety of the house to be built and the safety of the carpenters
who build it. This is made the occasion of a grand orgy of
drinking. Carpenters will not proceed with the work until
the ceremony is performed, for it would be dangerous. Also
the prospect of a jovial holiday makes it desirable to have it
as soon as possible.

After the birth of a baby the priest is called in to cleanse
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the house. Frequently the mother has her baby in a room
built separately in the garden like a summer house. It is not
built for this purpose, as people often sleep in it, but for more
reasons than one it is a good place to have the baby and easy
for the priest to cleanse.

The Shinto shrines are places of mystery. The gods and
objects of worship are put away in caskets or shrines which
are hidden in the interior of the temple and opened only
occasionally. The higher up and the further in, the more
mysterious and the more religious. This applies to all religions
of the world.

The entrance of the temple has a place where the worship-
per may wash his hands and wash out his mouth. He will
approach the offering box which is in a conspicuous place
in front of the shrine. He will put in his penny and then
pull the rope of the bell that awakens the god to the fact
that a worshipper is present and desires attention. Then the
worshipper will clap his hands slowly and bow many times.
Bowing alone is no sign of worship, for a Japanese bows to
everyone he knows, but the clapping of the hands is reserved
for worship of kami only.

The Japanese are very fond of small things. The writer
once saw two little birds that had been trained by a man.
They were green birds the size of sparrows. He had made
a miniature temple for them to worship at. At a signal these
two little birds approached the temple and dipped their beaks
in a small pot of water at the side of the entrance. They
hopped forward to the shrine, picked up a penny and dropped
it into the offering box in front of them, then reached up their
beaks and pulled a wee rope which rang a tiny bell; then they
bowed their heads several times and flew away, their duty
done!

Shinto is a moral. The moral goodness or badness of the
believer does not come into account. The number of times
he worships, the amount he pays, the number of times he calls
the priest to perform a duty—all these count, but as men all
are the same, if a man has a bad conscience he can well
balance it by many prayers and pennies. Shinto does not
teach any morality; that is not the concern of the priests.
Their scriptures are the Norito, the prayers are recited. For
us who are Christians it is difficult to imagine a country where
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the approach to a temple does not awaken any thoughts of
guilt or deficiency. Priests are not concerned with what the
worshippers believe nor with how they live.

Another kind of kami is the heroes of the land. Their
tombs have become god-shelves and are decorated with food
and flowers. It was natural that people should take it upon
themselves to care for the tombs. Temples grew around them
and professional priests live on the offerings in money and
kind which are brought by admirers.

Thus ancestors, heroes and animistic gods have shared
together the attentions of the Shinto priests.

In the period when the Government of Japan divided
Shinto into Religious and State Shinto for political purposes,
it was the temple to the sun-goddess which stood as a symbol
of the nation, and the temples devoted to the national heroes
which were set aside as State Shinto as opposed to Religious
Shinto. It was the taking of children from Christian schools
to pay their respects at these State Shinto shrines that caused
disagreement among missionaries and Christians alike, some
saying that on no account should Christian schools have any-
thing to do with these temples, others advocating that as the
Government had separated them from religion they were
merely a national symbol and corresponded to the taking off
of hats to the British flag or at the Cenotaph in London. A
few missionaries went so far as to bow at the shrines them-
selves, a work of super-orogation, as not in their wildest
dreams would any Japanese expect foreigners to bow at their
national shrines; such missionaries lost no little respect.

When missionaries had withdrawn from Japan during the
war many headmasters of missionary schools and clergy took
their children or their congregations to bow at the nearest
shrines, whether they were State or Religious Shinto. This
showed weakness on the one hand but also showed that the
line of division was a very arbitrary and expedient one.

It has been shown in the chapter on Japanese history that
not long after Buddhism entered Japan it joined hands with
Shinto. Not more diametrically opposite relations could be
found. At heart Buddhism acknowledges no god and prays
to none. But the instinct for worship in man brought worship
and an object to worship into Buddhism while it was still
confined to India. When it reached China, already Buddhism

23

IO L FICHLDEE R USRI WEHRIR Y E 2 b b o THn, fiiF i,

(CE
il

DEDEM & F DA EFIUIATO LS Fir 7o\ 0 ¢,
OFEFED THnd g 18, ZOTHOTMENDL Y 325, HOOBEITH KL Mg D

Xoldborich, BEYRIETHi DN X5 IC/>TEE T, TLTCAARHG D

oY)

TINLDOELR#EASH LTIDOREMYUAROL L RZEL LY. T, kL

WALIFETr S S, Foiekfiz & LT TCRb D & E~Wa b L IcAk TR
THTUDRREIMEARE LR h -, DX, HoE, Wiz bost,

HARBUG 2, BRI/ B2 b, filidE

2
il
EE)

SXA%w@w&ﬁﬁb%iofv5a’5m\W%#%Uomfgt@ﬁﬁo

ERFEHE UCOME &R i m g e o
WX Lice &, l%®V/Tw&Lf®?ﬁté & B ONE R I A ph
L. B KBMORE LR L DML Th s L35 ERZHIMEL I NI T
T, JVATF v Y s A7 = VOAEREL LRI D DOERFEH D &k

AR AESFE LI &, KELRENEER I SLDOTT, H5H L. 71 AT

vy

<%
DL

W55

A7 = VA e 2B S 2 0 X 5 It L AT R EThH D L
L BAEE, BN SIIEHRR TRV E TS TWEDENL, bE DL
ZIENTy A F) AADNEE 0 v R O#EE TSIk UCET 2005
F U2 Z2UENND TR, L RZIDTT, 205 bic, ThbOM
ET2EHMIBNDICED ., MESIRBE LD T, 225 Ok, X4

EIADNH ARDEFEZE A B MR TH I &, B L RIFIRVC L 57hb T,

peb N

&

SO XS IRBEEIAG. Dl BT HARANDHE 2 LI o 7 DTS CTHR R
TholttnzFEFLxd,

Wt o o T, L OEHMPAAAL LT & FIFUTotce x, Ivvary - A

LT
ZiF
o
F 3%

il
b
Xt 37,

VORISR bod, TNBERFHE LTOME R Ok ioRmif e
DHBEIR DO TR HE 2 B 2 Lin . EEPEEL EA IR oMt %
LS Z L AbRIDOTTR, S, HHOBMLOFESERT LT
T Tin . ZOFEEMEOXBINIEICER T, HE DI BB M
B Cloteds B TIRIWTL X 550 ?

WCHI TR T HARD B4 5 FRC R T A, BRI ST
RN AIHNE & FARARL L W) ISl g Licas, T o b\ 72 s
BRI v o 7e DT &) DU, AAHXEOREIT R T, HMixi i 72 %

WOGAE R DT, T2 b LR B TTo LsLy A% DLOBERICHET )
BRI E W ABDOARREDOIIC, 2 DEMNRIEA » FICE bR T LB,

43



44

24

virtually had a god, namely Buddha himself, and they wor-
shipped him then and now in a way that would make him
turn in his grave a million times. By the time Buddhism
reached Japan it had more than one god though the teaching
remained the same. It was only this that made it possible
for Shinto and Buddhism to join hands and have united
temples for such centuries.

When finally the divorce came again, nine centuries later,
it was difficult to extricate the property that belonged to each.
There are remains of both in the temples of Japan, which
adds to the confusion when strangers try to distinguish
customs of both religions. However, in 1870, two years after
the Emperor Meiji had been restored to real power, Buddhism
and Shinto were separated officially. Shinto was divided into
two: Religious and State Shinto. Religious Shinto was re-
cognised as one of the religions of Japan; the worship of gods
and goddesses. State Shinto was declared not to be a religion
but consisted of reverence to the tomb of great men and
patriots. The chief shrine was the shrine at Ise at which
each Emperor announced his accession to the throne to his
ancestors. It was considered that the Sun-goddess, Amater-
asu-Omikami, represented the unbroken line of the Emperor’s
ancestors, and since he himself was the father of the nation,
this unbroken line became the symbol of the whole nation.

This situation lasted until the middle of the war. Children
at schools were taken in long lines to pay reverance at the
national shrines of State Shinto; this was held to be a non-
religious act. Many Christians felt their consciences would
allow them to show respect by bowing. A few felt that this
was going too far. The crisis came when frequently the
people were required to clap their hands as well as bow.
This action is made to awaken the god who may be slumber-
ing—an action which cannot be severed from religion. There
was much suffering concerning this problem immediately pre-
vious to the war.

It was at that time that a Japanese school teacher said
to the writer, “We Japanese are like tadpoles. It is not the
duty of you missionaries to detach our tails. If you feed
our heads and help us use our legs, the tails will disappear
of themselves.” This is a profound indication of the true
meaning of missionary work. And from what a burden it
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releases missionaries. He was too much of a gentleman to
mention the tadpole tails of the missionaries, which have not
yet disappeared after 1300 years of Christianity.

THE RELIGIONS OF JAPAN (2)

Buddhism. Buddha was born in India about 565 B.C.
and died about 485 B.C. His name was Gautama and he
belonged to the Sakya clan. He is often called Sakyamuni,
which means the wise man of the Sakyas. The name Buddha,
the Enlightened One, was given to him as a religious title.

Nothing is known of Buddhism during its first and second
centuries: the first authentic writings date from 1st century
B.C. Its expansion began when the Emperor Asoka (273-
232) of India took up Buddhism and sent missionaries to
countries outside India.

At about the time of our Lord two great sects developed
in Buddhism: “Mahayana” and “Hinayama,” the greater
Vehicle and the Lesser Vehicle. The latter was truer to the
original Buddhism and the former a deviation. Those who
believed in Mahayana Buddhism desired to become buddhas
themselves and also began to show devotion to many lesser
buddhas who differed little from small divinities in other
lands.

One of the Bodhisattvas (Lesser Buddhas), called Dharma-
kara, desired to save others, which was the climax of the
departure of Mahayana from original Buddhism. He refused
to enter perfect enlightenment until all creatures who wished
to go to his paradise could do so also, with his help. Hence
developed the theory of salvation through the merit of another,
which was completely in opposition to the salvation through
self-effort taught by original Buddhism. It has been suggested
that this was the influence of Christianity, but it also might
have been born of the conviction, which man reaches even-
tually, that he cannot save himself— that world-wide sense
of a need of a Saviour which is one of the indications pointing
to the existence of God. Dharmakara received the name of
Amidabuddha. There grew up the cult of Amida in which
believers expected to attain salvation by the simple repetition
of the name of the Amida.
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It is thought that it was this branch of Buddhism which
came to Japan through Korea in 552 A.D. and that it was
the image of Amida that was sent by the King of Korea to the
Emperor of Japan. Even to this present day, tens of thous-
ands of Japanese people repeat “Namu Amida Butsu” (Hail
Amidabuddha). Salvation through the merits of another is
called Tarikihongan which is in opposition to Jirikihongan,
Self-salvation, a belief which is equally strong in Japan.

In contrast to Amida were the claims of Bodhidharma
who went from India to China in the 5th century A.D. He
claimed to be a direct doctrinal descendant of Gautama. He
is held to be the founder of the Zen sect of Buddhism which
is strong in Japan and adheres to the original theory of self-
salvation. Buddhism first came to China in the 1st century
A.D. and became firmly established in the 4th century. It
also spread to Indo-China.

In 384 A.D. Buddhism was introduced into Korea. In
the 7th and 8th centuries Buddhism entered Tibet where the
Mahayana School and one of its offshoots, the Tentra, merged
with the local religions and developed the present Lamaism.
Mahayana Buddhism was introduced from Korea into Japan
in the year 552 A.D. Hinayama Buddhism spread to Ceylon
and Lower Burma, and later to Upper Burma, Siam, Sumatra
and Java. In these two latter places it was ousted by the
Mohammedans in the 14th and 15th centuries.

It has been recently estimated that there are about 438
million Buddhists in the world, of which 400 million are in
China and Japan.

This account is necessarily an over-simplification of the
history of one of the most complicated religions in the world.
Let us now look in a little more detail to see how it fared in
Japan.

In 552 A.D. King Seimei of Kudara sent a gold and copper
image of Buddha and some books and a letter to the Emperor
of Japan. The Emperor was much pleased with these gifts,
which he studied, but as there was opposition to the adoption
of this new religion, he gave the image to a vassal called Soga
to be tested as to its efficacy. Soga changed his house into
a temple and worshipped Buddha. But pestilence struck the
land, and people in revenge burnt Soga’s temple and threw
the image into a canal in Osaka. Later a fire destroyed part
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of the Emperor’s palace, so the image was rescued from its
watery bed and placed in a new temple. From this time
Buddhism began to take root in Japan.

With Buddhism came a flood of Chinese culture brought
by artists, wood-carvers, sculptors, chemists, fortune-tellers,
artisans, architects, masons, weavers and workers in clay,
bricks and tiles. There have been two such periods in Japan-
ese history: the period of absorption of Chinese culture at
this time, and the period of absorption of European and
American culture in the 19th and 20th centuries.

In the time of the Emperor Shotoku Taishi, Buddhism
spread rapidly. By the year 628 there were 46 temples, 816
priests and 569 nuns. The famous temple of Horiyuji, con-
taining the oldest Japanese frescoes, was built at this time.
Many Japanese went to Korea and China to study. During
the 8th century, six sects of Mahayama Buddhism made their
way into Japan. These reached their height during the Nara
Period (710-794), when Nara was the capital of Japan. This
era saw the birth of Japanese poetry and her first histories.
The Kojiki was written in 712, and Nihongi in 720.

The Emperor Shomu wanted to build a big statue of
Buddha. To find out whether this would be acceptable or
not, he sent a Buddhist priest to Ise to the shrine of the Sun-
Goddess, Amaterasu-Omikami, to ask her what she thought
of this plan. After a week the priest brought back the reply
that the Sun-Goddess had declared herself to be one and the
same person with Buddha. Thus, with the acquiescence of
Shinto, the Emperor built the big bronze Buddha at Nara in
the year 749,

Buddhism and Shinto were thus united in what the Japan-
ese call Shinbutsu-gattai. Buddhism spread more rapidly
and now proved a nuisance, for the superior knowledge of the
Buddhists gave them too much power at court. The Emperor
Kwammu solved the problem in 782 by leaving the Buddhists
at Nara and making Kyoto his capital. This was the begin-
ning of the Heian Period. He took an independent line and
sent Dengyo Daishi and Kobo Daishi to China to study
Buddhism. On their return the former established the
Tendai sect on Mount Hiei and the latter the Shingon sect
on Mount Koya.
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After that we read of the birth of many sects, which exist
to the present day:—

Jodoshu founded by Honen Shonin in 1175, and Zenshu
founded by Eisai in 1193 after two trips to China where he
studied Zen. He established his sect at Kamskura which was
the military capital of Japan. Zen became popular as the
religion of the samurai. It was based on Hinayama Budd-
hism, believed in no God, sought salvation through self-
effort, had a rigorous discipline and produced the purest and
simplest and most dignified Japanese art. It did not conflict
with the Confucian moral code. The two combined in the
building up of the famous Japanese Bushido, the “way of
the warrior” which was Japan’s counterpart to the chivalry
of the knights of King Arthur, but lacked the motive and
power of Christianity. Later, in 1224, Jodo Shinshu was
founded by Shinran, and Nichiren founded a further sect
twenty-nine years later.

Buddhism became divided and subdivided into fifty or
more sects because of the lack of authentic Buddhist scrip-
tures in the first two centuries after the death of Sakyamuni.
The existence side by side of Mahayana and Hinayana, though
so completely contradictory, left subsequent Buddhists free
to interpret Buddhism to their own liking. The creation of
new sects is a profitable business and is completely unham-
pered by any doctrinal truths.

What has struck the Japanese so often is the novelty of
the vocation of a priest in the Christian Church. Time and
time again, during the war 1941-45, officials and common
people alike were astonished that Bishop Yashiro really did
believe in God. They thought he had taken up the cult of
the Christian God as a religious business concern and would
abandon it when it fell out of favour with the public and ran
counter to the national policy. Their astonishment when they
found he believed there was an Almighty God over-ruling all
things must have been similar to that of the Emperor Trajan
when he found that the Jews really did believe in an invisible
God.

The combined Shinto and Buddhism (Shinbutsu Gattai)
continued down to the year 1850. A modern young scientist
said, “After all you must admit, it did preserve peace.” True,
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it did, but at the cost of truth. It is the typical attitude which DFFIT LI, ThZ ik, By Dl nZiofhaikd o & & ie % RN iR
makes room for endless compromise. Cd o e DT
CHRISTIANITY AND BUDDHISM XU Z MREAE

At colleges for the training of missionaries it is the custom BHMEHET 5 A ) AOHEMZERClE, MABBEFODIC) &a TEHHH
tgr hstuckl the rcl:iigion]s3 (zifdl(m)'ther countgli}els glder th(;,l title 1(1)f PRI DIC) ETote ¥ A MLDd &I, MO 4 OFEHAEMIRT 5 0 T3,
“The Approach to Buddhism” or “The Approach to the L. cDL BT -~ o o B i
Polytheist.” This ensures that the candidate shall not only Hﬂh i * z/f%gﬁir’#é ElEdoT Hxi%ﬂik \J:Z’t'%jf‘m oo
study other religions but also study the answer of Christianity REEHRT SRRE GBI TR, EROOFHEMRT D L rlpofr
to them. &, YO X5 REHEMDRENEWIRT HIDDHEEF LD TT,

I propose therefore to jot down a few of the tenets of T B, AT C L Icr BRI O S $ oredic, (LEoBERIc
Buddhism which affect missionaries in their work, because T L b 3B o wm ) B e
they will be met in the daily lives of the Japanese people. CHOUER D BNTHINERS OTTo &5 Ok, HAAL OHHOHAD
It is impossible to wade through the intricacies of Buddhist BICE T, BEER, Eo b T0 X5 mEIcabhs ik s LB 2 b
thought. Nor i; _ith ahproﬁtab%e stgldy- ﬁHo“éeVﬁr, l:,hi«re ar?f TFo EBICH LE LT, LHOBFLMEICENS & LR THTT L, E1e,
certain tenets which have profoundly affected the history o . . - X
the country and the private lives of the people. SECRIVRIS UL i Ry Tﬁﬁféé LML ERA, Lonl, bk, HE

1. Mahayana Buddhism diverged from pure Buddhism DEEHE, OWTEHARADH 4 DEFICK X I8 52 TEL DREN LT,
when the normal instinct of man led him to worship the lesser 1. KIRALHUR, AN A DARFEIIC HR U ILBDOE L & o, e FocBBA
Buddhas and departed saints. Therefore Mahayana Buddhism P RARIIF B & 510> T RBRC . MR L DRI T T E 1o D10 C
was predisposed to compromise with the polytheistic Shinto 3 » e L o i
when it came to Japan. It was only this disposition which Fo Foluc, KEAHE, HARCHEA SRR cic, HRAOME L EH T
made it possible for Buddhism and Shinto to remain linked ZHT BB Ho7eDTT o MHEILE O 4 245 b E 320, ALE OB /e fihis
:ogetger f&)?tnirie tc'entuiies. r'lﬁlef?lhilillto pfantlg:lon ;"a,s en- BlOBIC, WHILEDHIOVERMIT b > TFRESZ & L DD TT, LOME,
arged and its elastic nature will still allow for the admission e o ot s
of innumerable gods. This was shown in a modern hall of ﬁﬁ”?ﬂ“ﬁﬁlif_b o MHOM A ST ‘ *$\1§@$$¢tﬁ’“€7‘g< » b8
gods which appeared just before the war where statues of BALDLLY 7T TARA LA - R YA PETHR-RLEDR T — LAy
Sﬁirito czleities, Bud%hiSt S;t‘ints, Socra(t)es gl?d Jesus gvgl:ye f(c)lund FHEAIER S e 0 CTF o KERHZS, 9 e, THMRLME L A—AThH%
all lined up together. Amaterasu-Omikami is believed to EEor - ¢ (50— SBE). AHBA Y1) A N N
have said that she was identical with Buddha in the ninth “o . s i?ﬁfil\# CEI, i j “/T )}7/—}?  BE Dfﬁ
century; it was therefore not difficult for the intelligentsia LSERBNT, 2o TRENC 2T D 27 L& S ic, PRIEAH G ALFED
of this century to say, as they did before the war, that Amat- ALA - FYAPSE, A—OMO—HE R LCbOBER] 205 DT,
00 And it sounded comprehensive and swentife. - ictares e A
god. And it soun prehensiv ific. _ . e e R i
were drawn of the three linked hand in hand in the news- Fo O3 NOBEN, FEMATULRIFHCH I LT BH5 DT,
papers. 2. WHERETHY, SRELETT, Lern->T, WHE L b kS i iidis
- 2. Matter is evil; desire ilsl evilll., I%loth1 clinll)lst be c%phqu_egedi DERA, &5 LT, TROLAMIRS MR IUETR B A O TIR4 < B

ere 1S no question as to why this should be so. € 1aea DT AR g e ;
of Buddhism is to attain that state in which man has annihi- ié\hﬂ BT AAOTIL, ANED LD ”kI@@w\@imﬁ LA
lated desire. This he can do by disciplinary thinking, by BICETLILTHDLENDLDTT, £LT, O 2, BRI ICX
his own power. ST, HUTERTE % LR 5HI T,
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3. Unity is the ideal good, multiplicity the root of evil.
The expression of a desire on the part of an individual tends
to multiplicity. Therefore the individual must subordinate
his desires to those of the whole family. Centuries of such
teaching and actual practice have led to a passion for unan-
imity for which the Japanese are famous and which make the
democratic reverence for the majority vote simply childish
in the eyes of thinking Japanese.

4. In the famous Japanese family system, it is rare that
the father is an autocrat, though this is frequently believed.
Rather, as the Rev. J. C. Wansey pointed out in an article
written about twenty years ago, the good father is impersonal.
He listens to the opinions of all the family first in public at
a clan meeting and then privately from each one, because
they will have things to say which cannot be mentioned in
public. The final decision is left to him as he is the only
one who knows all the facts and desires of the individuals.
His decision is followed for this reason. It makes for peace
in the family and, when not abused, this most surely comes
near to the ideal life of a Church.

But the greater the unity, the greater the fear when one
is away from the family. Fear is a large element in the life
of the people, for neither Buddhism nor Shinto offer any
solution of it. For there is no God who is Almighty or
loving. However much a nominal Christian may forget God,
in times of danger, God will be the only Person on Whom
he calls. Buddhism provides a philosophy of life which takes
away no fear. It adds to the fear which men naturally have.

5. Buddhism did have its gospel; it was the teaching that
good and bad deeds do affect us in the after life. It was
worth while being good because if you did good things your
karma would carry you in your next incarnation into a higher
form of being, and vice versa. There appeared a motive for
doing good, therefore, into the country of Japan where Shinto
had no connection with morality of any sort.

6. The virtue of pity is extolled in Buddhism but love
is not known. It is not in the vocabulary of the Buddhists.
Christians have given the Japanese word for love, ai, a con-
tent which it never had before. In fact, to use it in one’s
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relation to God or gods sounded ridiculous if not blasphe-
mous. But the Christian interpretation of “ai” is becoming
well known throughout the country.

One Buddhist teacher attended a Christian Bible class for
some weeks and, as the missionary explained about the love
of God, he began to weep and said, “Oh, it is so much
warmer than our Buddhist pity, so much warmer.”

7. The fatalism that is prevalent in Japan may or may
not be due to Buddhist teaching. It might not be far wrong
to conjecture that it existed before Buddhism came to this
land. Nevertheless it is the same shape as fatalism all over
the world; it is a wheel on which man goes inexorably round
and round alternating between up and down. In a country
where things change so quickly as in Japan, where what one
writes is out of date before the sentence is finished, where
sudden earthquakes, typhoons and fires alter the face of the
land in a few hours, people have to have an attitude towards
disasters. Consequently, Japanese are exceptional in the way
they meet them. There is no grumbling, no weeping; instead
they turn to and start again to build where everything has
collapsed. But when fortune smiles, that too, will not be
long lived; therefore they have the right to exploit the good
days and get what they can while they can. This has often
been interpreted as avarice or greed; perhaps it might be, if
it were not that they are expecting the wheel of fate to turn
against them in all too short a time. “Let us cling to Fate
and get from her what she can give, for tomorrow we shall
smile up at her from under her crushing heel.”

EDUCATION

Just as the Church in England was the mother of educa-
tion, so the Buddhist temples in Japan had small schools
attached to them in the old days, to which the sons of lords
and samurai came for instruction. These were the famous
terra-koya (temple schools).

When Japan opened her doors to allow foreigners to enter,
in the time of Commodore Perry, the Japanese heard about
the big public schools in America and England and sent for
teachers from America to come and help them to open the
same kind of schools for the education of the public in Japan.
Elementary schools, secondary schools and colleges were
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established simultaneously. Young men and old men,
married men and single men entered these schools, some for
one year, some for two, some for five and so on until the
whole scheme got into working order over a long period of
years. The Japanese took to this type of systematic educa-
tion like ducks to water; the schools attained a great reputation
and the teachers were held in higher esteem than in any
other country. Less than five per cent. of the children of
Japan were unable to attend school on account of distance,
and illiteracy was less than in America for the past thirty
years. Education became compulsory for children from the
age of 6 to 12.

After thirteen, further education was voluntary but became
very popular. Soon there were thousands of middle schools
alone, providing boys and girls, separately, with a five-year
course of education which covered all the normal subjects of
high schools in England, except that Chinese took the place
of Latin and Greek, and English took the place of French
and German. Japanese history, World history, Geography,
Civics, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Science, Ethics, Jap-
anese Language and Calligraphy, Sewing, Music, Art, Gym-
nastics and Games, all were taught in the usual schools, and
alongside these were the technical schools where boys studied
more practical subjects to fit them for earning a living.

Unlike such schools in England, the head teachers of girls’
schools, with few exceptions, and the majority of the staff of
these schools, are men. They are supposed to maintain dis-
cipline better than women.

The school life of a boy going to university was very
long before the war. After six years at elementary school,
he had five years at middle school, followed by three years
at high school. Then he entered a university for three years,
making a total of seventeen years. Instead of going to uni-
versity a boy or girl could go from middle school to a normal
school to train for three years as a teacher.

Many private schools were opened, but in order to attract
any pupils at all they had to keep their fees down to the
level of government schools, which was extremely low, with-
out the government subsidy. The owner of the school had
to have private means and often ran the school at a loss. It
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was easier to enter university if one had been in a govern-
ment school. This was always the trouble of mission schools.
In the Congregationlist girls’ school in Kobe, the Americans
sent from eight to ten staff out to teach secular subjects as
well as English and Christianity, the school was built and

'subsidized by America, and a three-year college course was

added, so the school could afford to ignore government re-
cognition, for it could attract pupils. But the competition
with the Japanese government was very great in the case of
S.P.G. and C.M.S. schools, where moderate looking build-
ings were built, only three missionaries at the most sent out,
and the aim was to establish a school which the Japanese
could afford eventually to take over without it being too
great a burden financially, so that the Church might eventually
attain autonomy and self-support. In order to receive govern-
ment recognition so that pupils could go on to university,
these mission schools had to obey the government regulations.
Those who preferred freedom to teach religion as they wished
and decided only to attract students not going on to univer-
sity, made no attempt to get the government recognition. All
these schools did good work in their spheres.

Before the war, as the militarists came into power, the life
of the boys in the middle and high schools was greatly regi-
mented. Army drill and tactics took the place of gymnastics
and army men were put on the staff to teach these subjects.
The head master and the staff were frightened of the army
men, who were in a position to report to the authorities to
what extent the boys were being given instruction in keeping
with the policy of the government. If the battle of Waterloo
was won on the playing fields of Eton, then Hong Kong and
Singapore were captured on the playgrounds of the Japanese
middle schools. (They were lost again from the lack of
imagination and knowledge concerning the world in general
on the part of the militarists at headquarters in Tokyo).

The boys were taught that the war was holy; that the
Emperor was divine and that Japan would eventually lead the
whole of East Asia; to this end all were called upon to pay
the utmost sacrifice. From the middle schools the boys were
drafted into the Army, the Navy and the Air-force. Selected
boys were chosen for the yokaren, the suicide squad, to man
the famous kamikaze planes and the “living torpedoes.”

E
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There was no time for the young folk to think about it; they
were called and they went. Only their parents suffered in
silence, paying the greater sacrifice. The boys were sent off
with ceremony. They were put into flimsy aeroplanes loaded
with explosive and enough petrol for a one way journey and
told to hurl themselves at some Allied battleship or other
objective. The young boys hardly knew what it meant; their
country needed them and they went.

The Allies dreaded the kamikaze plane when they saw
one in the sky. It could be seen heading for their ship. If
they could not shoot it down before the plane reached the
ship, there was no hope that the pilot would pull up to save
his own life. The plane came straight for the deck of the
ship; nothing but a direct hit would swerve it aside; it would
not otherwise fail in its mission.

One such youngster belonging to the yokaren was about
to board his plane to make the supreme sacrifice when the war
abruptly came to an end. He is now studying for the Ministry
in the Theological Department of the Shoin Junior College
and will be ordained in Kyushu diocese. He has a beautiful
voice. You should hear him sing the famous yokaren song.
The melody is as lonely as the wild call of the loon in the
lakes of Canada.

Another young man was sent up to bring down a B29 over
Tokyo in the Allied raids of January 1945. He was given a
light plane and enough petrol to last him twenty minutes. Up
he went and approached the B29 from above and from the
rear. But he miscalculated the slant of his approach and,
instead of plunging into the big plane, he sat quietly down
on its back like a sparrow on a hawk. The B29 didn’t like
the feel of a kamikaze on its back and dipped forward to
shake him off. The kamikaze slid forward and went into a
nose-dive to the ground. The young pilot scrambled out of
the wreck and looked around him: he had not expected to
see Japan again.

Girls were drafted, not into the Army, but into factories
and into civilian jobs to take the place of men going to the war.
They were nominally at school and went for certain lessons,
but education was virtually at a standstill, except for a kind
not calculated to help them in the future.
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For there was another education more fatal to the young
folk of the day than training for war, and that was the edu-
cation they picked up at home. The Japanese Gov-
ernment proved itself unable to provide the people of the
country with enough food to eat. The ration of rice was
barely enough for one meal a day. The allotment of fish
and vegetables gradually went to nothing. One by one the
shops closed and for two and a half years the whole country,
including the Government officials, lived on the black market.
Foreign music was banned; bright colours in dress were for-

-bidden; the subjects of movies were all towards the furthering

of the war-spirit and anti-spies. There was no entertainment.
So all the free time of the children was spent in listening to the
conversation of their elders on how to get goods on the black
market. Fathers and mothers were getting thinner and thin-
ner in an effort to feed the children, particularly the mothers,
who ate only to keep themselves alive enough to look after the
family. To obtain things on the black market meant tremen-
dous ingenuity, scheming and trickery, whether it was to buy
food or to make money. People made treks into the country
on foot, by cart or by train. Detectives were at every station
to catch them. But everyone was carrying a huge parcel and
there were not enough officials to catch the people. Beside
which, the officials, when they arrested someone, ran off with
the spoils, for their salaries were so low that they could not
buy anything on the black market and were starving. All
the language of bargaining, cajoling, haggling, lying, deceiving,
sank for years into the ears of the little children, and their
play was all soldiers or black-marketeers.

The children grew very sharp and got to understand
human nature in a way they would never have done in normal
times. The result of this was seen in the lives of the children
in elementary schools immediately after the war. The child-
ren could neither write, nor read, but they could calculate the
most intricate problems in arithmetic and put up the tallest
tales to avoid the consequences of misconduct. The elemen-
tary teachers complained that they were too sharp. These
youngsters are now going out into the world or on to univer-
sity.

- The war came to an end and the Supreme Commander
of Allied Forces took over the reorganization of the education
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of Japan. The Military Government started to clean up.
Any teachers who had been to fight in the war were purged
and those returning were not allowed to take up their teaching
professions again. In this way the schools lost the men they
needed. For if anyone had learnt the futility of such a war,
it was the men who had been to the front. They were men
who had suffered and who knew the meaning of sacrifice and
who had been abroad and got enlightenment. On the other
hand, the teachers who had not been called, were allowed to
remain. Now many, though not all by any means, had
managed to avoid military service by hook or by crook.
This does not make for the type of character which one would
wish to inculcate into children. For though the great majority
of the country never desired war, it was not this motive that
made them try to avoid it. Also, many who had stayed
behind, had made money on the black market; these were not
people whom one would want to have in a school to teach the
children.  Preferable to both these types of teachers were
those who had gone to the war and come back enlightened
men. Was it not the wrong people who were purged?

The public were certainly bewildered: was cowardice and
black-marketing preferable to patriotism and courage in the
eyes of the Occupation Army?

The Military Government set itself next to clean up the
text books. It was considered that they were too militaristic.
It is true that many articles in these books recently added
had been so. And it was right that these should be deleted.
At the same time the stories glorifying revenge were also
deleted, for beautiful stories of how faithful retainers avenged
the deaths of their lords had been in these readers since they
were first printed. Actually revenge dies a natural death
where Christianity is taught. This deletion was a short cut
to this end.

All references to Shinto and Shinto shrines were now to
be omitted. This was because the Japanese authorities had
used Shinto to advance the war aims of the country. The
chief attack was made on Shinto. Actually, the gods of Shinto
were in the ascendant when the Japanese army was taking
Hong Kong, Singapore, one after the other, but when the
Allies began to gain ground and take island after island
back again, and crawl up nearer Japan mainland, Shinto gods
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lost their prestige and Shinto died. No one bothered to bow
towards the shrines any more. It was obvious that the God
of the Allies was more powerful than the gods of Shinto.
The purge was thorough, over thorough, for most of it was
done by young men of no education in things Japanese.
Meanwhile new books were being compiled. This took
more than a year, on account of the lack of paper and printing
presses. The teachers had to teach out of their heads. They
were hungry and war-weary; they had huge numbers to cope
with in the few remaining school buildings there were. Some-
times they had to teach two shifts of pupils. The windows
were broken; there was no heating, and the children had lost
all respect for their elders whose teaching concerning the
divinity of the Emperor and the certain victory of Japan had
been nothing but lies and deception. The children went wild.
Added to this they learnt that the Occupation Forces were
teaching democracy (which meant, they thought) everyone
was as good as everyone else), and that the regimentation of
education and military drill was to be abolished. The child-
ren took this to be complete freedom from outside or inside
control and they frequently started strikes at the smallest
provocation. The teachers did not know how to handle them
and were afraid that the Occupation Authorities would be
displeased if they were strict with the children and so for
nearly two years there was pandemonium. The re-organisa-
tion had been too sudden, too violent, too thorough and too
greatly misunderstood by the Japanese. Thus the education
of the children was retarded two years which, when added to
the war years, makes a big hole in the life of the present
young people of Japan and accounts a great deal for the low
standard of learning prevailing in the youth of Japan now.
The years for compulsory education were prolonged by
the advice of the Occupation Authorities. The American
system of 6, 3, 3, was adopted. Six years of elementary
school and three years of middle school became compulsory.
Thus the middle schools, which were voluntary and had five
year courses, were made obligatory and reduced to three year
courses, and the general standard of compulsory education
was raised. This change was enforced at a time most diffi-
cult, when there were few buildings, and no text books. The
change, however, thanks to the spirit shown by the Japanese
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teachers, was made amazingly smooth, though at a great
cost.

But while the standard of compulsory education was raised,
the further voluntary education standard has been lowered.
The high schools begin two years earlier but they retain the
same number of years, consequently students go into the
universities two years earlier than before the war. The uni-
versity professors have to lecture to young men and women
of nineteen differently from the way in which they lectured
to men and women of 21. Strangely enough, instead of giv-
ing pleasure to the youths of the day to know that they can
enter university at an earlier age, university education has lost
the respect that it had.

Now let us consider one or two points about teaching in
general in Japan. There are two weaknesses: one is that the
teachers lecture rather than teach. In a middle school, where
there are four classes in one school year, the algebra teacher
teaches the same thing four times, and so with the history
teacher, etc. Consequently there is a tendency to repeat the
lesson in the same form and to become a phonograph record.
This, they admit, is easier than trying to draw ideas from the
children. The large classes (of an average of fifty-five pupils)
make it tempting to stand up and lecture.

A second weakness is the general sentiment prevailing
which makes it impossible for anyone to fail a pupil who
has once entered the school. If he or she studies through
the five or three years he automatically receives a leaving
certificate. There is no suggestion that someone not up to the
standard should repeat a year to get the certificate. Such a
procedure would cover the pupil and his family with shame.
Thus visitors to this country are thoroughtly upset by the
meaninglessness of the certificates which the pupils receive,
and still more shocked to learn that the pupils and families
value certificates received under such false circumstances.
If there is anything that people from abroad can do to help
along this line, it is certain that Japan in the future will be
grateful for it in the long run, though there will be great
opposition to trying out a plan by which the pupils receive
certificates for true value.

On the other hand there are things which the West might
learn with advantage from the teachers of the East. Books

38

L Lisib, #HHEOKEZM L LD, KAICE - TEO FICHEL H
M OHEOHNFIFMMT LT T, i) @SR~z 2 £ 7 HEET
EH X5 Wieoteb oo, ZOEBIKIAHE QYA L FERC 3 £ Lo T DH DT
T DI, FELHIZEANCIERT, 2FE bR RFTHEEZT L LNTED
L5 & Likco £ LT, REFEDQHRAEF L, 20 OFE T BICHFE LT\ el
AT, 198 OFEAMFICHESEY Ll blivwo t il Ty, &
THN, EHLITETLED? SHOEELLIZ, BLRFECANRD Z LEE
SETH) REHEHTHEOCE RS> TLE ST D T L,

CDHeh T, HRICKIFB2HE —FICOWTE L ThHIWE B DT, HKHIC
HLELT, HARDEFICIL 2 00§ ALY T3, TO—2Ik, A FIHEL B
WH ZEDORE R EZ HREIT) LW FACHATLESTWDHZ & T,
Bz EHDHPHERT, 1 HFIC4 79 ABDELELL ). T5HE, YDA
i, FUZ % 4 BEEDELTH LR URRD ER A, CoOMoFHIL, Blholk
DWW THELFUTHY . TOMMoF B L OEE o, THIZFEIL) &
W Z R ¥, EOMR. BETR. FU#KAEFEUB Tl RIz L ek
D, ZhIEEEEDOL I—FLLLTLESTWADTY, Fix, BEFT LD TED
DI, FRELIDTATA T RSN L T2 FERID, CohndA
LD TT, Land, T TR IR AED CEIF1 75 A55 N vot) 7T A
o Tk, BAEFEIV > THEXIT) LW HIICH TSN TLE DT,

852 DFFRIL, —EFRICA S TABIREE I o e w5 | EEEA ol
BIE L C X 7D T, 4Tk, Ao bix s e b 34E ) OER s
THBe, FHEOHAE, BTAHEEL LS 2 eNTEE T, 5Tk, bbb —EkiE
¥ CHCE WA LTh, BTiEFEYS 2\ Th ) 1 FFFE S
BRETHD L VoOLBERIIBTI RO T, 20X 57 LiTitud, AR
ANEb X, TR ECRROBICKERINEL G252 LI h L\ 5 bl T
T ZOMER. HATRMS I 21k, BEDOHRICKT 515 TiEEOFFOERO /&
HIS T, BT 0T, ThU R, Thboh 4k, RALREDS L O
M7 fE &2 A D 5 D% BT, ATAMI 1203550 B 7e L 726 DT HEFLD T5 4 25,
METHEFIMMES % S DI Lisdiudisbis\y EBIELTTEAZ N TER
L AN B TR E KT EZF L) 2 b, ko HARICE s TR
EHEEWC el aEt v A ez E L S,

CHIZ LT, bivbED NHAREDETH D H RO N b s

73



74

39

have been translated into Japanese about the system of “Form-
room” which has been introduced from the States. The
Japanese are studying this and trying to put it into practice.
However, they seem to be quite unconscious of the fact that
in no country in the world do the teachers get to know their
pupils so well as in Japan, and this in spite of the large
numbers. This system of a ten-minute interval between
lessons gives the teachers and pupils the opportunity to con-
sult on subjects once every hour when the subject is in their
minds. In these ten-minute intervals there is endless scope
for help and consultation. This the writer asserts after
thirteen years of experience in a pre-war girls’ high school.
The results of these ten-minute intervals was in great evidence
at the weekly staff meetings where the characters and home-
life of the girls were discussed and the amount known about
each of the pupils by the staff was a constant source of aston-
ishment. The continual contact out of school hours made
disciplinary measures and punishment almost unheard of.
The devotion of the teachers to their jobs, the interest they
take in a new set of pupils every year, command great admir-
ation. And all this is under circumstances in which, because
of the large population of the country, large classes are una-
voidable.

The majority of elementary school teachers, whether men
or women, though they stop teaching at three o’clock, do not
get away from the school usually till five. This gives them
little time for rest or refreshment or for further study. In
middle and high school where the pupils are older, and the
wear and tear of teaching less and responsibilities fewer, the
staff still remain on till four o’clock. Itis not done to go home
before. Home calls and duties are rigidly set aside for the
sake of the work.

One might think that they would get good salaries, but
perhaps there is no more poorly paid profession except civil
servants. The average university professor returns home with
£10 in his pocket at the end of the month after taxes have
been paid. Out of this he pays his rent and feeds his whole
family, and £10 in Japan will buy about the same amount as
in England now. £5 and £6 is the usual salary of an elemen-
tary school teacher who is single. It is merely existence
level.
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Now to come to educational work done by the Anglican
Church in Japan. The following table will give you the
names of the schools: —

St. Paul’s University in Tokyo built by the Church of America.

St. Paul’s High School for Boys.

St. Paul’s Middle School for Boys.

St. Margaret’s High School for Girls (American).

St. Margaret’s Middle School for Girls.

Koran Girls’ High School in Tokyo (S.P.G.)

Koran Girls’ Middle School.

Momoyama High School for Boys in Osaka (C.M.S.)

Momoyama Middle School for Boys.

Poole Junior College for Girls in Osaka.

Poole High School for Girls.

Poole Middle School for Girls.

Shoin Junior College in Kobe (English and Christian Theo-
logy).

Shoin High School for Girls (S.P.G.)

Shoin Middle School for Girls.

The Central Theological College for university graduates in
Tokyo (All missions).

The Bible School in Kyoto.

St. Agnes’ Junior College (English and K.G.) in Kyoto.

St. Agnes’ High School for Girls (American).

St. Agnes’ Middle School for Girls.

St. Luke’s Training School for Nurses in Tokyo (American).

82 Kindergartens.

It is noticeable that there are no mission elementary
schools. The reason for this is that the Government con-
trolled all elementary schools and in these no religion was
allowed to be taught. There was only one Christian elemen-
tary school and that was in Hiroshima.

It is noticeable that it was the missionary policy in the past
to skip the years of compulsory education. The pre-war high
schools were five years but voluntary. These have now been
split into two schools: middle (compulsory) and high (volun-
tary). The original mission schools are not now dependent
on help from abroad for their finances; consequently they
have come to be called Church Schools because they are con-
nected with the Church in Japan, but in a different sense from
Church Schools in England. They are not supported by the
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Church, but they take their part in Church life and contribute
to the Church, and it is hoped that this contrlbutlon will be
increased as the years go by. :

The junior colleges with their two-year courses are a new
venture, an imitation of the colleges in the States. Graduates
from these will-be equal to the graduates of the high schools
before the war, the difference being that one will have given
a general course preparatory to specialization in the university
but the others will have given a general course in addition io
a semi-specialised course in one subject. They are in the
throes of growing pains now and only time will prove whether
these can take a valuable place in education in Japan or not.
At the moment, when not many can afford to go to univer-
sities, they are of some use. But with the general lowering
of the standard of universities in the first place, it remains
to be seen whether there is a place for junior colleges.

THE WRITING AND LANGUAGE

With the introduction of Buddhism into Japan in the year
552, came the art of writing from China. Chinese writing is
composed of hieroglyphics which are individual pictures.
Every such hieroglyphic can fit into a square, hence the
Chinese and Japanese copy books have squares instead of
lines.

These hieroglyphics are generally known as characters and
they vary, some consisting of one stroke and others of any
number up to 80. They are normally written with a paint
brush dipped in ink made from rubbing a block of congealed
Chinese ink on a slab of stone with a trough in it at one end.
The quality of each stroke is so important that children are.
taught to write on absorbent paper so that the water will soak
in quickly, leaving the ink on the surface. Every stroke must
thus be done with precision and speed to get the right effect;
it is endless practice in these strokes which has inculcated into
the children of Japan a feeling for line and form which is rare
in.other countries. Centuries of writing of this kind has had
a cultural influence on the Japanese character, so that about
909% of the people of Japan can draw pictures with exquisite
lines. . It would be a pity if this was given up for more prac-
tical and easy writing, for the loss would deprive Japan of her
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greatest quality . . . the sense of art, among rich and poor
alike.

For convenience sake the complicated Chinese writing was
reduced to a simpler writing for ordinary use among unedu-
cated people and for starting children off on their writing
exercises. The Chinese characters are called kanji and the
reduced style is called hiragana. A third writing 1s
katakana which is similar to the hiragana but is written
with harder and straighter strokes, while the hiragana is soft
and liquid. Each of the Chinese characters has two Chinese
pronunciations, which have been adopted by the Japanese, as
well as a Japanese pronunciation, so that is may be read in
three ways. The hiragana and katakana have only one pro-
nunciation and each is a syllable.

The pronunciation of Japanese is the same as modern
continental Latin. There is little, almost no accent, hence the
language sounds staccato. To the Japanese our strong accents
are odd and difficult to master; they find it much easier to
pronounce the French word “prononciation” than the English
“pronunciation” with our odd accent on the syllable “Nun.”

Since our alphabet has come from Latin, Japanese, when
written in our alphabet, is called Romaji, which means
Roman lettering. For the benefit of missionaries, Bibles and
Prayer books have been printed in Romaji, so that a mission-
ary may read Evensong with ease in a week and a priest take
a Celebration in a fortnight after his arrival in this country.
The words will not convey anything to him, but it is possible.
As the reading is best if done in a monotone, the possibility
is increased.

But the language is a very difficult one for Europeans and
Americans to learn. The grammar is loose and the clauses
so loosely connected that the correct and logical European is
quite at a loss. The little words “wa” and “ga” are two little
swivels which attach a word to a sentence. The word before
each of them reminds one of the English nominative absolute
or the Latin ablative absolute, but as it is neither nominative
nor ablative, it is just absolute case. The word after the swivel
may be the subject of the sentence. This swivel is clumsily
translated by “as for.” As for me the water is too hot.
(Literally: Me as for, the water too hot is). Here “as for”
is “wa.” As for me, I like ice-cream. Me as for, ice-cream
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there is liking. Try to preach the Gospel in this style in HLTWBHEDTT, (HAEDOHEXEELTES L. T, K2 5T, BiL, BigE,
English first and you w;lll' ge}: an inkling of what a young mis- 4y Lo TRIEBL TR, TARAZ = A0FETF ) Wolc b 2HTLEID) o TR,
sionary is up against when he first comes out to Japan. - e — . _ D YL
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and a man’s language. This is inaccurate. There is an up MEAURE DETIHAEERT Diny EoLBHHDICIBELTL L,
language and a down language. You speak nicely up to some- ORICIILSE LB SRS S L SbUETH. CORBIAEHTT. 5D
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is struck. If you are talking to someone your own level you 2 REEOFICH T B ML I T b OFE LERENIR VO TT, eZilKko4H, &
ilaliet}lo ass%me that he Xr she is above you. Thfreio:'ﬁ you o CHEAIR R E RIS E D fEbhie T2 B - Tl 517%1T\4‘7L)7CA173/{JE:F$’”_’,
a e up-language. As a man is more important than a . e e e
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or pronoun is attached by a swivel in front. Me as for, an

orange’ there was an eating' gbﬁﬂbial;j\%:é/‘”\_ﬁﬁ\ﬂ5h\ ﬁJX_Qi\ rﬁ’\ékh‘ 517‘2%%7‘25)70J & s rﬁ’\é
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ANGLICAN file, "ol E OB E L BB AR, TRICE 5T, FL Y VA, KxbR
COMMUNION IN JAPAN B Lo BB b 0T,

Bishop Channing Williams of the Episcopal Church of
America was the first Anglican missionary to set foot on HAEASORT
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Gospel might be made known in all parts of the country. LR LR IR e B DT,
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In spite of the difficulties of slow travel and communica-
tions and in spite of the fact that Christianity did not spread
fast, there were enough Christians, clergy and churches in
Japan in 1887 for the first General Synod to be held. The
Anglican Communion had been planted. It was called the
Nippon Seikokai, the Holy Catholic Church of Japan, with
its own Constitution and Canons, though its bishops were all
foreign and the clergy were supported by funds sent from
England, America and Canada. In the year 1937 the Nippon
Seikokai celebrated her jubilee at a great meeting in Tokyo.

The year 1923 was famous not only for the great earth-
quake but for the consecration of the first Japanese Anglican
bishops: Bishop Motoda to Tokyo Diocese and, a few weeks
later, Bishop Naide to Osaka Diocese. To attain this privilege
a diocese had to be self-supporting, for autonomy without fin-
ancial independence would only lead to confusion later. A
diocese had attained maturity when she was self-governing
and self-supporting.

By the year 1928 there were ten dioceses with two Japanese
and eight foreign bishops.

The third Japanese bishop was Bishop Shinji Sasaki of
Mid-Japan. This diocese was not self-supporting, but by this
date (1937) it was considered by the Nippon Seikokai that the
time had come for new bishops to be all Japanese. The
Canadian Church therefore agreed to support Bishop Sasaki
until such time that the diocese should be independent.

It is generally considered that if a man is consecrated
bishop by three bishops, his consecration is ecclesiastically
sound. There are many exceptions in Church history, but
when a Church is being founded with deliberation this is
considered the normal procedure. This year therefore
marked a step in Japanese Church history for there were
now three Japanese bishops. It was an indigenous Church.

But anti-foreign sentiment was increasing. Only on look-
ing back can one see that it was preparation for war. In the
summer of 1940 the Japanese Government arrested several
important and reputable English and American business men
on alleged espionage. This gave the whole country a great
shock and tens of thousands of Japanese business men im-
mediately cut their connections with English and American
firms. This is what the Government had aimed at. It did
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not arrest foreign bishops, for as yet they were not so well-
known in Japan and their arrest would have had great reper-
cussions in their own countries, which was to be avoided, and
little in Japan.

The arrest next of the Japanese leaders of the Salvation
Army-and the resultant decisions on their part to ask all their
foreign missionaries to resign and not to receive any more
money from abroad, aroused sensation in Church circles in
Japan. - The Japanese Government did not have to do more
than this to set the whole country agog and create an anti-
foreign -atmosphere. - The Tripartite Pact concluded with
Germany and Italy in the autumn of that year explained which
way the wind was blowing.

It was not unnatural, therefore, that the Japanese bishops
(now four in number) should ask the foreign bishops and
clergy to resign and should also declare their independence of
further financial aid from abroad. This was to take effect in
the year 1941. Thus the Church of Japan made her début
into the world as a full-fledged province somewhat violently,
owing to the political pressure of the times.

"Not a century had passed since 1859 when Bishop Chan-
ning Williams arrived, but now there was a full-grown pro-
vince of the Anglican Communion in Japan. Once planted,
the Church inevitably grew, and the adolescent Church came
out into the world at a time most difficult for herself as well
as the parent churches.

‘When war broke out, in 1941, the majority of the mission-
aries had ‘already left the country. Of those who remained,
all were interned either in their own houses or in groups with
other Allied nationals, except two. Thus the Church was
actually free of the presence of missionaries but she still bore
the marks of mxsswnary work with all its good points and its
defects.

The one great defect had been the geographical division
of the country into dioceses supported by different missionary
societies. This had been a necessity when work started, but
when a net-work of trains and buses grew all over the country,
no attempt was made to mix the missionary work against the
time when it should come to an end. Thus. when war broke
out there were rich dioceses with large legacies from the
Church of America and poor dioceses with their moderate
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gifts from the societies in England. Consequently the task
before the Church of Japan was to weld together the dioceses
into one province. God used the Japanese Government to
effect this in a most successful way by the persecution of the
Church.

Just before the war broke out there were 199 Anglican
churches, 1 University, 2 boys’ high schools, 5 girls’ high
schools, 5 hospitals and sanatoria, 110 kindergartens, 2 kin-
dergarten training schools and 44 hostels and homes for
various purposes.

The American missionaries organized a Women’s Auxil-
iary in Japan and English missionaries a Mothers’ Union.
These were later amalgamated and formed the Japanese
Fujin Hojokai, a translation of Women’s Auxiliary. Like the
corresponding bodies in America and Canada it was intensely
interested in missionary work abroad. Hand in hand with
the Missions Board of the General Synod they sent mission-
aries to Formosa, Sakhalien, Manchuria, North China and
Brazil. This work was chiefly among Japanese abroad just
as the first S.P.G. work had been among British nationals
abroad. During the war the Diocese of Kobe took on the
Bonin Islands after Mr. Gonzales died and sent the Rev. S.
Iwai there.

After the war, Japan was shorn of her colonies and no
Japanese were allowed to leave the mainland. Consequently
all missionary work for the Church came abruptly to an end
and left the Women’s Auxiliary to concentrate on the Church
in the mainland. There was certainly enough to do with one
third of the church buildings bombed, but the psychological
effect on the Church is an unhappy one. It had been all
that the most missionary minded could do to get the Christ-
ians to think of others and it was only too easy to slip back
into a narrow attitude on the part of the churches. This is
one way in which the Church has had to suffer on account of
the country. It may be that the Churches abroad can think
of a way in which the Church of Japan may be helped to
become missionary minded.

THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

In 1939 the Ministry of Education passed the Religious
Bill by which Shinto, Buddhism and Christianity were recog-
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nised as the religions of Japan. There were about 300 000
Christians at that time.

The next step concerned the registration of the various
sects. Every sect of these three religions was told to apply
for recognition by the Government under one of two cate-
gories: kyodan and kessha. Any sect which had fifty
churches or shrines and 5,000 believers could be recognised
as a kyodan (“teaching body”) if it remodelled its constitution
and canons to fit a form drawn up by the government for the
purpose. This was to streamline the sects and to aid tabula-
tion in the government offices. Any sect not large enough
to be called a kyodan would be recognised as a kessha
(“clique”).

All the Christian denominations wished to be recognised
as kyodans. The fervency of this desire astonished the mis-
sionaries , but when it was realised what kind of bodies would
be recognised as kessha the missionaries also joined in the
desire for kyodan status. There were thousands of little
religious houses throughout the country. A man with no
qualifications at all might set up as a priest who would be
willing to pray for whatever people wanted for a sum of
money. What god he chose to pray to was not a matter of
concern to people in need. But if he got a good reputation
for having his prayers answered, he became popular. His
prayers worked like good medicine. A priest of this sort
might apply for recognition as a kessha and he would get it.
A man and his wife who were always quarrelling and lived

next door to a man and his wife who lived very happily to-

gether might feel jealousy towards their neighbours. No
matter how they tried they still might go on quarrelling.
There was one thing they could do; they could go to a little
priest who had a kessha and whose prayers were known to
work. They could ask him to pray to the god to send trouble
between the happy man and his wife next door so that they
would not be any more fortunate than the supplicants. The
priest receives his money and sets to work to pray for trouble
in the happy household. And the supplicants return home
and watch and listen to see if their paid-for prayer has been
heard.
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It can be understood therefore that no Christian sect would
want to be ranked among the reputable or disreputable
kessha.

It was obvious that the Baptists and other smaller Christ-
ian sects were not large enough to be recognised as kyodan;
therefore the suggestion arose for joining the smaller denom-
inations into one body. It was a natural step from this to
suggest that all the denominations should join in one body.
As the Government had let it be known that it wished all
firms of the same kind to amalgamate where possible, in all
art schools, all clubs, all institutions of any kind, “amalgama-
tion” had become the slogan of the day. There was no order
that they must do so; the government was too clever for that;
an order would have brought the responsibility of amalgama-
tion on the heads of the government officials. The govern-
ment used a subtler method by letting it be known that it
hoped for amalgamation. The snare of this was that the
would-be patriotic firms did amalgamate and each group of
firms that amalgamated set yet another precedent till those
which did not do so appeared to be unpatriotic. They laid
themselves open to censure and also to blackmail. The more
the people used the word godo (amalgamation), the more
patriotic they gave the impression of being.

It was not to be expected that the Christian denominations
should not be affected by the atmosphere. And, in any
case, what harm would there be in amalgamating, when the
Church for years had been talking about Re-union? Would
not the Church in America and England praise the denomin-
ations for having achieved amalgamation; they might mistake
it at a distance for Re-union? So thought many of the
Christians.

Again the individual Christians were between Scylla and
Charybdis: they wished to be patriotic but they also wished
to be loyal to the missionaries to whom they owed the know-
ledge of salvation. They hovered between loyalty to their
country and loyalty to the mother churches of England, Can-
ada and America. Consequently the severance of all ties with
the mother churches and the formation of an Amalgamated
Protestant Church of Japan would solve the question, for this
new body would have no church abroad which it had to call
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its mother church. Thus ties could be severed without real
disloyalty being shown.

The prime movers in this scheme for the Amalgamated
Protestant Church of Japan were the members of the Central
Committee of the Federation of Christian Churches which
had already been in existence for some years. This com-
mittee went hand in hand with the Government and, for four
years and more, made its aim to force all Protestant denom-
inations into this amalgamation,

The suggestion for amalgamation came in August 1940
and the date October 17th, 1940, was set for the public cele-
bration and declaration of the formation of the Amalgamated
Church of Japan. There were only two months for prepara-
tion. The slogan was for each denomination “to come in
naked” and to leave all points of Creed and Ministry to be
discussed afterwards. -

The Government had recently arrested on an accusation
of espionage many respected English and American business
men in Japan. They were soon released, but the arrests had
shaken the whole country and people immediately cut their
connections with all foreigners. It was in this atmosphere
that the move for the severance of the denominations from
their mother churches was begun.

The Government then arrested the Japanese leaders of the
Salvation Army and this resulted in their decision to ask their
missionaries to retire, to cease to accept money from abroad
any more and to change their militaristic uniforms and titles.

The Nippon Seikokai was the next on the black list for
arrest. Anticipating this, the four Japanese bishops at that
time asked Bishop Heaslett to meet them. They explained
the situation and asked him to call the other foreign bishops
and clergy and ask them to resign and to convey to them the
desire of the Nippon Seikokai to receive no more money from
abroad from January, 1941. The four bishops who met
Bishop Heaslett were Bishop Naide of Osaka and his Assist-
ant Bishop Yanagihara, Bishop Matsui of Tokyo and Bishop
Sasaki of Mid-Japan.

The foreign bishops at that time were: Bishop Heaslett
(Presiding Bishop) of South Tokyo, Bishop Walsh (C.M.S.) of
Hokkaido, Bishop Binstead (American) of Tohoku, Bishop
Reifsnider (American) of Kita Kanto, Bishop Nichols
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(American) of Kyoto, Bishop Basil (S.P.G.) of Kobe and
Bishop Mann (C.M.S.) of Kyushu. The Japanese bishops
also asked that all the foreign priests resign as priests in-
charge of their churches.

Thus from before the war there were three movements:
(1) towards autonomy, (2) towards self-support, (3) towards
amalgamation.

To cut a long story short, all the bishops agreed to resign
except Bishop Basil of Kobe. But he became very ill with
cancer suddenly and within a month of the famous August
14th left for America to go into hospital. He left instructions
for the election of an Assistant Bishop for the Diocese of
Kobe. This took place on September 24th. The Rev. M. H.
Yashiro was unanimously elected and consecrated on St.
Michael’s Day, September 29th, 1940. While he was still a
priest, he had opposed the amalgamation scheme on the
grounds that it was unchristian and unpatriotic, and merely
political and for the sake of expediency. On the day of his
consecration, a meeting was held of the Japanese bishops (now
five). Some of them had already agreed to take the Nippon
Seikokai into the Amalgamation, though it had meant giving
up the Creed and the Ministry with little hope that either
would be accepted as the new creed and ministry chosen for
the Amalgamation. However, at this meeting of the
five bishops it was decided that the Nippon Seikokai could not
join.

The Ex-Vice Navy Minister Matsuyama and General
Hibiki, both Christians of other denominations, together with
the leaders of the Federation, accused Bishop Yashiro of dis-
loyalty to his country. (Bishop Yashiro is of samurai blood,
the twenty-second of his line, and was born of a family which
had taken a dangerous and brave part in the restoration of the
Emperor Meiji to full power as sovereign of the country).

Unfortunately, although unanimity had been attained on the
subject of not joining the Amalgamation, Bishop
Naide, then Presiding Bishop on the retirement of Bishop
Heaslett, went after the meeting to Tokyo and begged the
Federation Committee to be patient, as he was convinced that
he would be able to persuade Bishop Yashiro to change his
mind so that the whole Nippon Seikokai would join the Amal-
gamation. This indecision on his part necessitated the hold-
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ing of meetings of the House of Bishops from time to time in
order to renew the resolution not to join. It was uncertain,
even up to the eve of the 17th of October, whether the Nippon
Seikokai would join or whether it would split over the issue.
Bishop Yashiro desired to preserve the Church from joining
and preserve it whole. The Federation Committee, which
already included some of the clergy of the Nippon Seikokai,
were anxious to get the whole Nippon Seikokai into the Amal-
gamation.

There was much anxiety and much prayer on October
16th. The writer went up to Tokyo to attend the great meet-
ing of 30,000 Christians to celebrate the formation of the
Amalgamation, and to see the fate of the Nippon Seikokai.
Detectives were on the track of Bishop Yashiro and many
Christians and clergy would not be seen walking with him lest
they should be involved.

A large stage was erected in the grounds of Aoyama Boys’
College in Tokyo, and chairs and benches and matting were
put out to accommodate the people who attended. The big
people were on the platform and among them the Minister of
Education and other officials. The long declaration of the
Formation of the Amalgamated Protestant Church of Japan
was read and a great service of thanksgiving was held. It
was still impossible to know whether the Nippon Seikokai had
joined. No, it had not. The final decision had been against
going in and notice to that effect was sent in by writing.
Many of the Nippon Seikokai attended the meeting in order
to show no ill-will to those who had gone in.

That night Bishop Yashiro slept on chairs in a room in
the office of the Bishop of Tokyo. No one invited him into
a home; no one would stay in the office with him; he was
left severely alone, as it was well known that the gendarmes

were keeping a vigilant eye on him. He returned to Kobe:

and his every move was watched for over a week. This was
the beginning of the great campaign to force Bishop Yashiro
to join the Amalgamation.

Then the foreign bishops and missionaries prepared to
Jeave Japan, except in the Diocese of Kobe, where Bishop
Basil had refused to resign and the missionaries were uncer-
tain what to do. Bishop Yashiro took over the churches
where the missionaries were priests in charge and continued
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to keep these missionaries on as curates in order that they
might continue in Japan if they wished to do so. In all other
parts of Japan the missionaries had had to resign.

The British and American bishops handed over to the
Japanese Church as much as they could in the way of funds
for the future, for the period of self-support was to begin
from January of 1941. The American Church, which was
wealthy, gave large endowments to the three dioceses which
they had supported. This money supported the clergy for a
long time. The C.M.S. and the S.P.G. in the Diocese of
South Tokyo did what they could by handing over all their
funds and the S.P.G. in Kobe gave enough to last the dloccse
for one year.

In the meantime, the Nippon Seikokai pressed forward to
obtain recognition from the Government as a kyodan.
Finally the Roman Catholic Church was recognised as a
kyodan in November, 1941. Then the Protestant Amalga-
mated Body was recognised. The Orthodox Church failed to
obtain recognition on account of the split in the Church over
the election of their first Japanese bishop. The Nlppon
Seikokai was hopeful.

But war came on December 8th, 1941.

That very day Bishop Heaslett and some other mission-
aries of other denominations were put into prison and the
Rev. E. Allen, the Rev. G. N. Strong, Miss Shepherd, Miss
Nettleton, Miss Nash and Miss Baggs were interned. A deep
depression fell over all the country; trade with countries
abroad was brought to a standstill overnight and thousands of
people were ruined. The Nippon Seikokai lost all hope of
being recognised as a kyodan.

For the first eight months of the war the missionaries who
were interned and those who were not, expected to be evac-
uated in exchange boats. These came in August and Sep-
tember of 1942.

Then came the election of Japanese bishops to fill the
places of the foreign missionary bishops who had retired.
The Bishop of Osaka and the Bishop of Tokyo still were on
the verge of joining the Amalgamation. Several clergy in
Tokyo had already done so. Finally Bishop Naide of Osaka
resigned as Presiding Bishop of the Nippon Seikokai. The
new bishops consecrated rallied on the side of those who
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refused to go into the Amalgamation. After three years of
indecision, finally at a meeting of the bishops, the Bishop of
Osaka and his Assistant Bishop declared their intention of
joining the Amalgamation and a month later the Bishop of
Tokyo followed suit. At this meeting of the bishops it had
been made absolutely clear by the new Presiding Bishop
Sasaki of Mid-Japan that those who did join the Amalgama-
tion would be considered to have given up their office of
bishop and priest. This was understood clearly, for it had
been the demand of the Amalgamation Committee “to come
in naked” and it had been clearly understood for the past
three years that this was what it involved.

When the Bishops of Osaka and Tokyo finally joined the
Amalgamation, Bishop Yashiro was made Bishop-in-charge
of Osaka and Bishop Sugai of South Tokyo was made Bishop-
in-charge of Tokyo.

The Government ordered the Nippon Seikokai to dissolve
itself as an organization in punishment for its refusal to join
the Amalgamation. But as the Church is an organism, not
an organization, and only contains an organization for the
sake of human convenience, representatives of the Nippon
Seikokai met in Tokyo and dissolved itself as an organization.
This was done very formally. Bishops Naide and the others,
although they had previously left the Church, attended this
General Synod and Bishop Naide took the chair to conduct
the formal dissolution.

The Government ordered that each church of the Nippon
Seikokai be henceforward recognised as a tanritsu church
(alone-standing) and that it should draw up its own constitu-
tion and canons. This was to force the bishops off the stage.
A constitution without bishops was drawn up by one priest
who had joined the Amalgamation in Tokyo as a sample for
all the churches to follow. He and the other bishops and
clergy who had joined or were joining the Amalgamation,
attended this General Synod to be “in at the death” of the
Nippon Seikokai as they supposed. This dissolution, which
they had seen imminent, seemed to justify their joining the
Amalgamation. The rest of the bishops and clergy went back
to their dioceses and churches and continued life as if nothing
had happened. Contrary to expectation they did not join the
Amalgamation.
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What else could the Government and the Amalgamaticn
Committee do to force the Faithful Remnant to join? There
was another thing they might try. The Government gave an
order: that all diocesan funds should be divided among the
tanritsu churches of the dioceses. This would eliminate the
bishops® stipend funds, the pension funds and the repair
funds. If this hitting below the belt would not force the
Nippon Seikokai into the Amalgamation there was little left
to try.

It is now well known how Bishop Yashiro thought this a
golden opportunity to show the world that the Church is the
Body of the Son of God and to deprive it of organization or
of money would not kill it. He immediately called the clergy
of his diocese and divided what money there was. He was
then priest-in-charge of St. Michael’s Church which provided
him and his large family with a salary of 150 Yen a month.
This was equal to £15 before the war. By the end of the war
the prices of things had gone up so much that it would buy
only one pound of sugar or just enough rice for one meal.
For the rest he lived on faith. He would not join the Amal-
gamation and the Government officials were astonished.

The detectives and gendarmes were continually at his
house to question him. In his absence they came in and
threatened his wife that if she did not force her husband to
join the Amalgamation it would go hard for her and her
children. She replied that her husband was different from
most men because he always did what he thought was right,
and that she, as a Japanese wife, would always be faithful to
her husband, whatever it might cost her or her children.

Such persecution of the wives by the detectives and gen-
darmes was common and it is little wonder that many wives
finally drove their husbands to join the Amalgamation much
against their will. But the wife of Bishop Yashiro supported
her husband through thick and thin.

The Japanese had taken Hongkong and the question nf
Amalgamation was brought up there. A member of St.
Michael’s Church in Kobe went to Hongkong and when this
situation arose he arranged for the Army to send Bishop
Yashiro to Hongkong to settle the question there. He was
given the rank of colonel and letters of introduction, and after
a farewell service at St. Michael’s Church he left his family
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and people, and accompanied by one priest only, went down
to board his boat. At the gangway he was stopped by a
gendarme who told him he had orders to prevent his going
to Hongkong and took him off for questioning. Later he was
allowed to return to his house but was not informed what
had happened. He was kept under strict surveillance.

Here much must be left unsaid of sad cases of subtlety
and trickery by Christian friends, for many of them have since
returned to the fold of the Church and are doing work again
as fellow Christians. They have been forgiven and restored;
nothing must be allowed to mar the unity of the future
Church, says the Presiding Bishop, and therefore much of
true historical value and interest must be left out.

But one priest of the Diocese of Kobe, who had worked
cheek by jowl with the Bishop and held a high position, con-
vinced his church of the necessity of going into the Amalga-
mation and then disappeared himself and took a secular posi-
tion in a big institution which he had helped the Army to
wrest by blackmail from the Diocese of Osaka.

" This priest wrote a letter which he sent up and down the
country and in which he said that Bishop Yashiro was un-
patriotic and working as a spy in collusion with a lady mis-
sionary; that he was secretly looking after the property of
British missionaries, which showed his lack of patriotism; and
that he was sending secret messages to Lord Halifax, British
Ambassador to the United States. This letter caused many to
stumble and doubt and to join the Amalgamation.
It was this letter which had eventually resulted in stopping
Bishop Yashiro from going to Hongkong. This story is
well-known in Japan,

The atmosphere at that time was very tense. The Bisho’p
was on the verge of imprisonment any moment and the writer
had her things packed in a suitcase ready for internment or
imprisonment. The Bishop came to see the writer and said,
“You will see that God will use that letter of So-and-so’s for
the furthering of His purpose in the future.” And it was so
used.

The first task of the Amalgamation, as soon as it was
formed, had been to start on the formulation of a common
creed. The question of ministry was to be taken up after the
creed had been settled, and the churches which had joined
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carried on as before, as there was no other ministry settled
upon. Each denomination worshipped according to its for-
mer rites, knowing that the time would come when the creed
was finished and they would have to discuss the ministry and
.then give up their present ones.

However, time dragged on; the creed did not get formed,
and this is very much to the credit of the denominations dis-
cussing it. For as soon as one form was suggested, the con-
science of some denomination would prick and it would
express its dissatisfaction. First it might be the virgin birth
or it might be the coming to judge the quick and the dead
which held up proceedings, or rather the omission of these.
Finally, as the war dragged on and Japan seemed to be near
defeat and the Americans were drawing up closer to Japan,
taking island after island from the south and north, it seemed
as if the war must come to an end in no favourable terms
for Japan. It seemed also that the end of the war would find
the Amalgamation still formless and without a creed. The
three bishops who had taken one-third of the Nippon Seikokai
in with them would have to give an explanation; they were
getting old -and at any moment one might die and there
would only be two left. It seemed as if those who had
joined the Amalgamation would be worshipping in the same
way as the Faithful Remnant even though they had agreed
to give up all Anglican traditions when they joined.

Such being the situation, it was found that the three
bishops who had gone into the Amalgamation had conse-
crated on August 24th, 1943, in a church in Osaka seven
clergy as bishops. This had been done not only without the
knowledge of the Faithful Remnant in the Church but also
of the clergy and laymen of the Dioceses of Tokyo and Osaka.
They had been consecrated with no diocese to oversee. They
only had their churches as heretofore.

‘Much has been said and conjectured as to the motive for
these consecrations and there has been much rationalization
after the war. However certain facts do stand out clear:

Joining the Amalgamation meant giving up the Anglican

~ Episcopacy.

There was little hope that the Anglican Ministry would
be adopted as the ministry of the Amalgamation, as
the Anglicans were a small body.
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The consecrations had been done in- the utmost secrecy,
for not even the clergy and laymen who had joined
the Amalgamation were allowed to know.

These consecrations were viewed with great disfavour by
the Amalgamation, when they were discovered.

On account of continual vacillation the Anglican mem-
bers of the Amalgamation lost the respect of the
Amalgamation. '

There were no dioceses for them.

But one thing also was clear, which eventually provided the
solution for the great reconciliation: they had been duly con-
secrated by three bishops and according to the rite of the
Anglican Church.

In November, 1944, Bishop Yashiro was called up to
fight for his country. He was against the Government, which
had led the Emperor and the country into war and was trying
to force the Church into the Amalgamation; he accused the
Government of lack of patriotism. But when his Emperor
and his country were in danger, he went when he was called
to their defence. He went to Korea as a lieutenant in a new
division. He was there for six months but saw no actual
fighting.

In May, the Military Headquarters in Tokyo wanted men
who could speak English to interview the British and American
prisoners of war. They selected a few and one of them was
the man who was accused of sending secret messages to Lord
-Halifax for, traitor or not, he would understand English and
Anglo-Saxon psychology. They found he was in Korea; they
sent for him, nevertheless, and, as he crossed the channel to
come to Japan, he received the news that his church and
house had been burnt to the ground in an air-raid but that
his family was alive. He went to Tokyo and then returned
to Kobe on his way back to Korea, and during the week he
was in Kobe, the war came suddenly to an end. And as he
had predicted, God had used the letter of his friend and be-
trayer to bring him back to Japan before the end of the war,
so that he might be here to lead the Church in its hour of
desolation.

The Emperor of Japan surrendered unconditionally on
August, 1945, after four years of war. Japan was defeated,
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