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The privilege has been granted to me of writing a words to
this volume of books written by the Most Rev. Michael H. Yashiro,
Presiding Bishop of the Nippon Seikokai. They were written during
and after his first journey to attend the Lambeth Conference in
1948.

As one who was visited by Bishop Yashiro two or three times
every week all through the War, I have accepted this invitation to
write both with joy and with fear. There were two periods when
the Bishop did not visit me: One was when he was too closely
surrounded by detectives and one was when he was in training as
an officer in Tottori and away at the front in Korea.

When Russia broke her non-agression pact with Japan and entered
the war on the side of the Allies in the last few days of the war,
the Sanbo Honbu in Tokyo recalled Bishop Yashiro from his regi-
ment in Korea to help them examine the prisoners of war. As he
left Korea for Japan he heard that St. Michael’s Church and his
house had been burnt to the ground in the raids of June the 5th,
1945. He arrived back in Kobe, a city which was two thirds in
ashes. He went on up to Tokyo and on his return later was allowed
a few days, “leave” with his family. It was during this week that
the war came to an end. Despite this fact, on the day appointed
he went to the station to get his train for Shimonoseki to return
once more to his regiment, only to find, however, that the railway
had been broken by the Hiroshima bomb and trains were not
runnig. Thus, through the grace of God, Bishop Yashiro at the end
of the war, was not in Korea but in Japan, to tackle the gigantic
tasks that faced the Church. Those who knew him at that time may
remember that he was very thin, with wrinkles of fatigue and
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anxiety on his forehead and a long goatee beard on his chin. He
was 45 years old and his men in Korea called him “Hige Taisho”.
He had endeared himself to his men in the regiment to whom he
had taught the Gospel for two hours every night when the lights
were out and there was nothing else to do. At least two of those
men are now pillars of the Nippon Seikokai.

The first two actions of the Bishop, after the war was over,
were : -

1. To go to the British prisoner-of-war camp at Wakinohama and,
using an old table covered with a white parachute (rakkasen), he
celebrated the Holy Communion for the officers and men .. a won-
derful service of thanksgiving.

2. Then with a few old boards, some string and wire, for lack of
nails, he built a small shack on the site of the old St. Michael’s
Church. He made a wooden Cross, which is still used in the
processions at the Cathedral services today. This shack was the first
St. Michael’s Cathedral, and a photo of it can be seen in Bishop
Yashiro’s office. One cannot look at this photo without deep emo-
tion. Unfortunately, a school-teacher, who had no means of livelihood
except to sell o udon, stole the Cathedral one night when the Bishop
was in Tokyo and made an “udon no mise” for himself. He
confessed this afterwards to the Bishop, saying that he knew the
Bishop would not mind, as of course, economics were more
important than religion. (1945)

The bombing of Japan had lasted from January to August and
during that time the havoc wrought was terrific ; two thirds of the
Churches had been razed to the ground, and these were generally
the largest churches in large cities ; and their Christian members
had been scattered in the country. Consequently the very livelihood

of the clergy was at stake.
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As Bishop Yashiro stood there by the ruins of his home, what
was his position ? He was the father of nine children, the Rector
of St. Michael’s Church, the Bishop of Kobe Diocese, the Bishop-in
-charge of Kyushu Diocese (Because this Diocese had not been able
to elect its own Bishop) and also Bishop-in-charge of Osaka Diocese.
He was apppointed to take charge of Osaka Diocese at a meeting of
the House of Bishops in Nagoya in 1943 when the Bishop of Osaka
and his Assistant Bishop declared their intention of giving up their
episcopacy to join the Amalgamated Church, which had been formed
at the Aoyama Gakuin on Oct. 17th, 1940.

It will be remembered by those who followed the history closely
at that time, that the newly formed Amalgamated Church had been
formed in three months, and that the demand made of each
denomination was that it should come into the Amalgamation
“naked”,i.e. divested of Creeds, Orders and Forms of Church
services, with the intention of starting from scratch. Therefore those
who joined did so on the understanding that they gave up their
creeds and orders. It was because our three Bishops who joined
the Amalgamation gave up their orders (episcopacy) that Bishops—
in-charge were appointed in their presence to take over their
dioceses. This is a fact not usually known even to missionaries. It is
a precious fact of history which goes to show how still more
glorious the reconciliation was when it came.

The first point taken up by the Amalgamated Church was the
matter of Creed. The matter of Orders was left for later, and
the ministers of all joining denominations were told to carry on
as heretofore., until such time as they were to discuss the next item
of Orders. Hence it was that those of the Nippon Seikokai who joined
the Amalgamation still carried on their same services. Now it

happened that the discussion over the Creed took a long time. First

226

3

BIFIX, 2o X5 B e i MR EZO TLBILED X S isb D TH-
feBbnBd Tl 52?7 FEHKEL, 9 NOFHIAOKH T LI, [FFEHX,
EININVHEEZORMTHY . fITHXOTHTH D . JUNHIX 0% BT H (F#
KCIRHGEbOEREESZ LN TERDPSRDTT) Thb L L HITKIEX 0EH
FHTHHD T Lice Mt by KX O EH & itk EHH1940FE D10 H17HIC
FILFBE CHER S NI ERBE~OBNOBERERT L, BASOFHTHLZ L
RS R R SR BT £ LTEDR, 19434F TR THlp e E8EIC
BTN EHCRRBEXOE#R 2 TRD & L ARES TV led TLIC,

BIREOE LA BT S & L S hic 4 le b CRECSH S X 51, 2o LL
RSN GRERE, #0037 BOBWREICH S X 5l bit, ZaRP L
ZHIRE, ML2bEanblscEs ke, BE ER - FR - LEFRo
FTRCEHETT, WhIERCESTRL XL Embh T DT, it T, &
DEFRBECSI L e N2k, BAZOEE - BHEE RGOS Licc e
MUTWeE DT, £ LT, LiloEHEHIHIL, ShboEHH DM
CEWT, THOTEHICHLOBEX LT EZT 5 X5 I e DfEfaRZhcinoT
BONILDOTT, THE, BHEABICEZHEVFELIMDBIN T ad ol
BRI I D T Kh b, BEBICAT b fIf A, B HEOC &, R
& LTHE LMl S e udie bis o td,

BRI L - THY EF b RviciRAOREL, HEOBE T Lic, HHOM#E
L BHIY EFX S v s e b, RSN LA bk, Kicik
BOMBEN D T DR a RS % T, il AT TR X oice b
NTWD T, 22T, ARASCSIN L ARELAZOR bk, ke 4
AU & S CHIFEITIR S TN eDTT, & 2AHM, COFEERICHT 25 R
W 2 R 235 7o D T A2 D B E LD T BANC EH HADHIRD &
It HEEEIY FIFC, ZhnF ) A MORFRCKT 2TATHD LR
bbb &, WICEIPOHIRD Eistch i vlic X 57s 2 L mbh b DT L,

227



4

one denomination and then another objected to certain phrases as
unchristian. This was tremendously to their credit, showing that
after the first storm of emotion, in the quietness of discussion their
consciences proved to be very much alive. In fact, the discussion
over the Creeds was still going on at the end of the war, and there
had not been time to take up the matter of Orders. Therefore
when those who went into the Amalgamation now claim that they
still kepr their Orders, they were literally right, but the truth was
their intention was to relinquish their Orders and accept a new
ministry decided by the newly formed Japanese Protestant Church.
Those who came to Japan from Churches abroad had difficulty in
finding out the true facts. One of these was the time element
involved, which no post mortem could reveal in this case.

The truth then is that at the end of the war there were three
Bishops who once had dioceses but were now in the Amalgamated
Church. One of the Dioceses (Osaka) had a Bishop-in-charge and
the other (Tokyo) had its own Diocesan Bishop (Sasaki) who
became the Presiding Bishop of the Nippon Seikokai from 1943, on
the withdrawal of Bishop Naide into the Amalgamated Church.

As the war was drawing to an end and the enemy ships were
approaching from the south taking island after island, it became
clear that the war was bound to end soon. A new atmosphere of
mixed fear and anticipation plus prepation pervaded the country. It
was discovered at the end of the war that the three Bishops, who
had gone into the Amalgamation, had consecrated seven other Bishops,
without an election, and also given them no dioceses. It is impossible
to give the reasons for this here, but the fact remains that at the
end of the war the situation was thus : One third of the Nippon
Seikokai had joined the Amalgamated Church with three previously

consecrated Bishops, now with no dioceses, and 7 other Bishops

228

4
72, AU, TR BT A BT ETE HiC Z OREA 21k TR bk hoR
FTLDOTHD ., RUDOHEBDOREOMR, WHHCL o TE X TAIE &, B XA
SR BOIICE X DR TE bR W5 2 L aRTh DT L, 35, BE
R %, SR EICL TRV TW 0T, £ LT, ARESICS
LichH 428 TAS - bREROBLEEFoC ey L ERTAO%EEG 252 L1IC
L7 oted T, WIS, FOMH TLl, Ll fiboRiik,
DEVVEREHETT, HLIEREINSD L &ias ARBEHE 2 L B 5k
Ma2Zd N5 2L D EoleDTYT, £0X 5 IKET, YOz LixiE» D
JRE S NI HICIRR S5 & L0 Lo e DT, LOEBO—21k, JEHRD
TAEFH LR U<, ZOEFEDG DIC WIREBER G A TW e T,
MEFOEFEIL, 22 CIHE K A BH LI 7% 3 ADEHD RS REERIL, A
FRCBIMENT e\ ) & & Tl TRDBOHKO—D (KB L, EMEH
HENTRED, 2LTE ) —20F OO0 HIX ik, ZiE & OFIX FH (e A
EHEH LT D, BTN EAS T L5 TAFBREICSIE RIc19434E 0 b
FEH A ABEARORFZTHRICIR > TR b LW FER S SO TT,
B VIS &, MEOBMAE RO, —2Fk—>2s, HED
BaZBiEL, U U ERTICHS TRBICONT, RIS EH 5 ThA 5
L) ZEFEOHIRB Wb T L, B e e, 2L TS T, %
FEDEED K D H U oteh LOFEHANERCE LB S TRTWIDO T, Ln
b, B HGE ORISR > T AREMEICEST 3 ADFHIBA, EE LT eb T
7 NOFHEBFHETF LCict Wi e, ZLT 2hbo 7 AOFEHME
DHRXEFFS TR b e 5 2B Lo T, fofE, Fidik, 2oz
CONWTCEDHTIME L EFSDZ ERFFEIRBEO T, L L. B
DEFIRDO LI LoD T, Tihbb, HREXEZD 350120, BENCE
B - BT EN TR LRI Z DR CREX B F b Tladvo e 3 ADEHTHE W
LR THERAHRCEMEINTE D, Lanb, ZhbOTEHC X T 7 ADOTHIE
PCER) - R, TORE, BIX AR T AOEE I E TR TN DT,

229



5

whom they secretly consecrated, also with no dioceses The remaining
two thirds of the Seikokai had remained faithful to its tenets under
the leadership of Bishop Yashiro, who was supported by Bishop
Sasaki of Tokyo and other Bishops who had been consecrated to
dioceses vacated by the retiring American and British Bishops.

Thus when peace came, bringing with it thousands of occupation
troops who entered a country economically ruined, the Nippon
Seikokai was faced with two stupendous tasks: 1. of rebuilding its
churches and schools and gathering its Christian members, on the
one hand, and 2, of welcoming back into her bosom those who had
defected during the war.

How the rebuilding of the churches was done we all know for we
see them before our eyes, but the beautiful services by which one
after another the defecting clergy were welcomed back into the fold,
not as though they had defected, but with penitence on both sides
before God for the schism, should be recorded in the history of the
Church for all time. How little the world knows of these. Needless
to say the whole tone was set by Bishop Yashiro.

The restoration, or reconciliation as the Bishop perfers to call it,
was almost as glorious as the brave four-year long struggle of the
faithful Remnant of the Church against the combined attacks of
the Amalgamation Committee and the Japanese Government. It is
impossible here to go into the details here. But after the reconcilia-
tion, there remained the problem of what the position should be of
the Bishops who had joined the Amalgamated Church. They had to
have a recognized status. After a period of 2% years during which
Bishop Sugai succeedea Bishop Sasahi as Presiding Bishop andt hen was
finally succeeded by Bishop Yashiro the Nippon Seikokai at a General
Synod recognized these Bishops as Bishops-without-jurisdiction.

Their function was to be priests of their own churches.
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Bishop Yashiro was the first Japanese to receive permission to
leave the country to go to Europe. This was for the Lambeth
Conference held in London in 1948. He took with him Bishop Makita
of Tokyo and Bishop Yanagihara of Osaka, recently elected
Diocesan Bishop. Before leaving, Bishop Yashiro had an interview
with General MacArthur, and an audience with their Majesties the
Emperor and Empress of Japan, who sent a message by him to the
Sovereign of England. It is impossible for people of to-day to realize
what an epoch-making event this was at that time.

Bishop Yashiro took with him the resolution of the Nippon
Seikokai that these Bishops should be accepted as Bishops-wthout
jurisdiction to present to the Lambeth Conference for its approval.
The Archbishop appointed a special committee to study the matter.
The findings of this committee were read at a general session and
the Archbishop gave the blessing of the whole Anglican Church to
the Nippon Seikokai.

This I have written as an introduction to these books, the signific-
ance of which might be partially missed if these facts were not
known.

The real history of the Church during the war has still to be
written. I believe that the disciples were not able to write much
about our Lord as they could not see the wood for the trees. I am
convinced that the apostle John wrote his Gospel in his old age, as
the great basic facts of our Lord’s life began to emerge in his
mind. Yet those facts were based on vital details each one of which
was a turning point in the drama. In the same way the history must
come to light of what really happened when the Church was lead by
the Holy Spirit through the leadership of Bishop Yashiro.

Leonora E. Lea
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