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The animated movie “Your name” by Makoto SHINKAI was the biggest hit of the year 2016 ; it took

about 24300 million yen at the box office. What made “Your name” such a smash hit ?
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The first reason is that it follows the dramaturgy of the tragic Japanese love story, although
tragic love stories have gradually changed over time. In Japanese cinema lovers used to be separated
by social obstacles, morals and ethics, but in the 1960s this changed. In movies such as “The Heart
of Hiroshima” by Koreyoshi Kurahara 1966 etc. serious disease became the main reason that lovers
could not be together. Then in the 1980s in “The Girl who leapt through Time” by Nobuhiko
OHBAYASHI (1983) it changed again and time gap caused lovers to give up their love. The second
reason is that “Your name” has made a reconciliation with the community, because the destiny of the
heroine’s town is connected deeply with the achievement of their love.

The former point could make middle aged and older people go to the theater and the latter
attracts all generations who recently tend to tolerate the transgression of the norms of the community

and the society. That is the why “Your name” is a big hit.
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