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SILY Website

The SILE Website has been up and running since last spring. Our sincere apology to
those who tried the incorrect address announced in TALKS 1; the CORRECT address
of the Website is http://banjo.shoin.ac.jp/ sils/, which is also linked from
the main page of Kobe Shoin (http://www.shoin.ac. jp/).

The current contents include: SILE News, Colloquium announcements, TALKS
page (where you can browse contents and abstracts of of the present and prvious vol-
umes of TALKS), links, “Who are we?”(profiles of SILZ members), and “What’s
SILX anyway?”, an overview of SILX.

The pages are constantly updated, and we are also proud of the fact that, as of
March 1999, more than 5,000 accesses have been made from all over the globe!

Here are some highlights from the website:

SILX News

The SILX News page brings you not only domestic information, but also all kinds
of hottest news from international scenes of linguistic and related fields. The past
headlines include:

e SILZ Colloquium announcements

e The Grant Project General Meeting

o GLOW Meeting in Japan

e Chomsky talks schedule in Japan

e Survey result on Kobe Shoin Grad School planning

¢ Ground Breaking Ceremony: Grad School and Research Building
e Announcement for Kansai Association for Theoretical Linguistics
e TV programs of interest to linguists

You can also keep yourself posted for the SILE Colloquium announcements by sub-
scribing to the Linguistics mailing list (1inguistics~owner@atom.brl.ntt.co. jp).

Links to Related Sites

The link page is a collection of sites of interest not only for linguists in general, but
also for psycholinguists and computational linguists, reflecting the Institute policy of
supporting linguistic enterprise as a whole. If you know of any sites that you think
appropriate here, please let us know (gauchi@banjo.shoin.ac. jp).
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The SILE Website will have a new URL as of April 1, 1999, Please change your
bookmark to:

http://sils.shoin.ac.jp/

The old site will retain a forwarding page, and of course the Kobe Shoin front page
will keep a shortcut link to the new SILY URL.

General Meeting of the Grant Research Group

The SILX hosted a general meeting for Grant-in-Aid (funded by Ministry of Education)
Research Group “Mental Development: Mechanism of Cognitive Growth” which was
held October 16-17, 1998. The program featured a paper session, plenary talk by Taro
Kageyama and a symposium with three panel members from our Institute (Nishigauchi,
Matsuda and Matsui).

Kobe Shoin and the SILXE will host the Fall General Meeting of the Linguistic
Society of Japan in November 1999. More information will be posted on SILZ News.

SILY Collogquium Series

Two colloquium meetings were held this year, with audiences from various locations.
Each talk was followed by a discussion session and a reception in a friendly and relaxed
atmosphere (over wine!).

We are planning on more of these meetings, so be sure to join the fun of the next
SILXE Colloquium.

#1: May 30, 1998
The Optional Infinitive Stage and Child Japanese
Mineharu Nakayama
(The Ohio State University)
It has been suggested that there is a relationship between the Optional In-
finitive stage and children’s empty subejcts in WH-questions (Rizzi 1994a,
b, and Bromberg and Wexler 1995). In this paper, the relationship be-
tween empty subjects and WH-questions in early Child Japanese has been
investigated. An examination of four Japanese speaking children’s data
suggests that the distribuition of empty subjects in WH-questions in early
Child Japanese is different from that of early Child English. While empty
subjects appear with nonfinite verbs in early English, they appear with
different kinds of verbs in Japanese. Given this finding and the fact that
the pro-drop languages such as Italian are non-OI-languages, it was con-
cluded that Japanese is not an OlI-language. Further comparison of the
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distribution of empty subjects and objects among different languages sug-
gests that children seem to demonstrate typological and language-specific
knowledge of empty subjects from an early age in a given language.

#2 February 13, 1999
Diachronic Changes of Borrowed-word Phonology
Junko Hibiya
(Keio University)

The first Japanese emigrated to Canada in 1877. The community grew
from a handful of male immigrants to about 5,000 men and women by
the turn of the century. This study examines how these people borrowed
words from English.

The analyses of 385 loanwords, collected from their manuscripts, show
that the original English words were altered due to segmental, phonotactic
and sequential constraints in Japanese. (1) Vowel epenthesis: Normally
[u] was inserted, but it was [o] after [t, d] and [i] after [dZ]. After [k] and
[8], fluctuation was observed between [i] and [u]. (2) The following illicit
sequences were avoided by means of one of these strategies.

*tj — t4+-§-+i, or te

*di — d+Z+i, or de, (or di)

*tn — tsu, or to

*du — dzu

*Fa, Fi, Fe, Fo — ha, C-cdeilla+i, he, ho (or Fa, Fi, Fe, Fo)
*§+e — se (or §+e)

*7+e — ze (or Z+e)

Talking about TALKS ...

Lastly, a few words on the journal that you are reading now. We were greatly elated
to learn that our first issue of TALKS was received internationally with admiration for
both its style and content. We still get inquiries about and requests for TALKS 1 from
over the world, so we have only some tens of copies left on our shelf, attesting to its
continuing popularity.

If you are interested in exchanging your working papers with ours, please write to
us at gauchi@banjo.shoin.ac.jp. Comments on this volume are more than wel-
come!



