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Research on Clothing Reuse: Physical characteristics of used clothing

HANADA, MIWAKO
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Research was conducted to develop criteria by which to determine the
suitability of used clothing for reuse. Descriptions by sellers on online second-hand clothing
websites often contain ambiguous expression such as “ fluffy,” *“ stained, soiled,” *“ faded,” and
“ well-worn.” Such comments were found to serve as one criterion for evaluating the suitability of
clothing for reuse. In the study, we conducted an eerriment to quantify. In addition, we performed
sensory evaluation and by using these measures together were able to judge suitability for reuse.
The study also revealed that many respondents do not buy used clothing even if there is little
damage and the clothing does not “ feel worn.” In such cases, “ | don’ t know who wore the clothing

before” was often cited as a reason for not buying second-hand clothing. The results of a
qguestionnaire survey and sales experiment suggest that sales of second-hand clothing can be promoted
by adding information about the degree of wear.
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