ERBEBREDHESH Y R— by bT—7

TTH =
MERBE T FERAZE ARREE

Author’s E-mail Address: m-takeda@shoin.ac.jp

Social Support Network of Families Living Abroad

TAKEDA Michi

Faculty of Human Sciences, Kobe Shoin Women’s University

Abstract

HIY HAD SN EBE L2 KEICHEEE LT, BELARKKES LD X ) (it &
OFCTAMBREZEE, 3222571 —O—HLLTETEE LTV hLw) TaLA%
AV ECL—FICE 5 THLDITT B0 ZORFFETIE BINIHEIMIEETE LT v 2 K% (i
HEIRIERIE) & ybingh 2 U Clpsb A & 88 UIRE U750 (M) ER %)
PHEBLZDS, BEILLZBEOANSY NI —2 L Z0HBOANNL Y 8T —27 DR %
ST L7

i MM RN T 2 EBBE L7 4 Kk GEAVRIISIERKR) 126h LT 2016 4F 8
Ay F s mE 2 0 R URE U7z 4 KiE /TR ERE) o3 LTz
2017 4F 9 AICHBRICA v Ca—KZ ML 720 4 ¥ ¥ Ca—THHIBEZOMEL Z
OffPe. ARy b =2 BEBOANN A Y b7 =2 GEIBMHRERR) . RE#ZOM
e 2o GEYVEMTRERE) S2onT, BB, vy 2 —%FEEL 72

R WSV RMIW IR & i HEATR ER R & b OB BB I3 BlI O H A A
v M= BB LLEE F LD OFREIIE U 5 MER LB o LG ORI
BOWTHMIHEREL TV 5, WAMRIIEEZEREE, T 25 D HARGHER HALO RIS
DWTHAAR Y b7 =27 PRI > THEFFSNTEB Y IPTR EIR L, 5%
DT E LD HRDOFANDHBEBIZ DOV THAF NS A v b7 — 27 O THEREIEL TV
b

Aim: In this study, an interview survey was carried out to examine the ways in which Japanese families
living abroad build relationships within local communities and become functioning members of those

communities. We compare families living abroad for long periods (long-term international resident
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families) with those who were transferred abroad for work and later returned to Japan (transfer-and-
return families), and analyzed the human networks they formed after moving abroad and the later
expansion of these networks.

Method: We interviewed four long-term international resident families in August 2016, and four
transfer-and-return families in September 2017. Interviews were semi-structured and covered topics
including problems encountered after moving abroad and their resolution, human networks formed
after returning to Japan (transfer-and-return families), and problems encountered after returning to
Japan and their resolution (transfer-and-return families).

Results: For both long-term international resident families and transfer-and-return families, when a
network of other Japanese people was present immediately after they moved abroad, this network
functioned effectively to resolve problems related to children’s school life, basic needs such as food,
clothing, and housing, and other issues. Long-term international resident families maintained these
networks for long periods in order to help their children retain Japanese language skills and Japanese
culture, while transfer-and-return families utilized them to gather information about integrating their

children into the Japanese school system when they returned to Japan.
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