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SUMA MURA FIFTY YEARS AGO.

By Miss Hannar M. BIRKENHEAD.

[Read 28th April, 1892.]

The Province of Settsu, in which Suma is situated,
was under the direct rule of the Shdgun. The chief
officers were Shoshidai, Buqyo and Daikwan. These were
all Hatamoto when in Yedo. There was one Shoshidai
(Kyoto), one Bugys (Osaka), but many Daikwan. One of
the last had charge of Hyogo and Suma.

The Daikwan’s duties were to gather rice, to settle
disputes, to act as spy, and to prevent neighbouring
Daimyds from combining against the Tokugawa. If the
Duailwan held his appointment directly from the Shogun
the rice was sent to Yedo; if from Shoshidai, to Kyoto;
if from Bugyé, to Osaka, or to a store-house at Hydgo
to wait till a sufficient quantity had been gathered before
sending away.

Suma was itself a mura, extending from Myohoji River
on the east to Sakai River, Harima, on the west; and
from Tainahata mure on the north to the ses on the south.
It was divided into East and West, and it is thought the
originnl mura was situated in the middle. There was a
street of dwellings—a continuation of the Tokaido—with
scattered farms outside.
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LAND-OWNERS.

Fifty years ago there were six great land-owners in
Suma. Mayeda Sakujiré and Naoe Tozaemon in the west,
Matsuda Gimbe, Tomokuni Magozaemon, Edamitsu Mago-
zaemon in the east, and Tomokuni Zingozaemon in the
north. Mayeda was the richest. He was Shoya or
Headman, and was allowed to wear one sword. His fame
was celebrated in verse as follows :—

Saite shiworete,

Mata sakuhana wa,

Suma no Mayeda no
Kakitsubata.”

(The flower which, having opened and withered, blooms
again is the iris of Mayeda of Suma).
And again :—
¢ Suma no Mayeda no
Kakitsu no naka ni
Ayame saku to wa
Shirananda.”

(We did not know the sweet-flag would grow among
Mayeda’s irises). Mayeda could pass from the eastern to the
western boundaries of Suma without leaving his own land.
The Empress Jingukogo is said to have passed through
Suma on her way to Corea (202 A. D.), and to have
visited his ancestor’s house. When the battle of Ichi-no-
Tani, fought at Suma between Genji and Heike, is
represented in drama, this once famous land-owner is
always among the characters personated. The irises are
still flourishing in the ditch in front of Mayeda’s house,
but the old home has lost its glory. It is now a small
tea-house kept by the latest representative of the once
honoured name.

The large land-owners had no special privileges, but
they were indirectly influential. They were eligible for
the office of headman. This position they sometimes got
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by appointment, sometimes by payment. The headman
was allowed to build his house in a special style, peculiar
to the Skoya. Several of the men who held this position
became rich by cutting down aud selling trees belonging to
the Government, which had been placed under their care,
and which the people were not permitted to touch. The
Shoya claimed annually six koku of rice from the villagers.
There were six or seven Elders (Toshiyori), but they
received no remuneration. The Shoyae and Elders alone
sat in the Village Assembly and voted.

The only inhabitants of the mura not engaged in
agriculture were fishermen, and a few kago-kaki (carriers).

Among present land-owners in Suma, Naoe T6zaemon
in the west, and Tomokuni and Fdamitsu in the east,
claim to have held their ground the longest. Lately, in
East Suma, an old tombstone was unearthed, with a
date of about 1,200 years ago, and the name Tomokuni
Tarozaemon.

CROPS.

The chief productions were rice, wheat, and vegetables
of various kinds. Rice was cultivated from May to August,
wheat from August to May, on the same fields—¢ta’’ land.
Beans were grown in summer, and daikon, cabbages, and
other vegetables in winter—on hatake fields.

The most famous vegetable production of Suma—the
metbutsu—was  water-melon. It was peculiar in having
red seeds, the melon of other places generally having
black ones.

POSSESSION OF LAND AND RENT.

Each farmer had land in several parts of the mura,
and took new ground as he needed it. In case of shifting,
& middleman was employed, and a written account of the
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transfer was exchanged by the parties concerned. The
affair was reported to the Shoya, o that at the time
of gathering rice he might know what land each farmer
had. An examination was held for this purpose every
spring.

The rent was about one koku five to for each tan,
a reduction of two or three to being made for poor ground.
The rate of rent was settled by arbitration, the people of
East Suma being always more quarrelsome than those
of the West.

Land could be leased for any length of time. If a
tenant did not pay his rent the owner could take the ground
back, but this was a rare occurrence.

TEMPLE LANDS.

There were four temples in Suma: Genkoji, Myokoji,
Jotokuji, and Suma-dera. The last was the largest,
and owned two cho of land. All had received iheir
ground from the Shogunate. Genkdji had many members,
who made it rich with their offerings. The temple
lands could not be taxed. All these were taken by
Government at the Restoration except the grounds occupied
by temple buildings, which are still free of taxation.

Suma-dera was founded by Hideyori, the son of the
great Taiko Hideyoshi. Its priests had formerly political
as well as veligious influence, and were treated with
great respect by the people.

After the Restoration the farmers gave four tan of
land to Jotokuji, and three tan to Myokoji.

Expenses for repairing the temple were drawn from
the central temple in Yedo.

The lands were originally cultivated by priests, but
afterwards by hired labourers.
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The priests had no right to sell or mortgage their
lands, but they sometimes did so unlawfully. They could
let ground to farmers, who paid for it at the usual rate.

TAXES.

Before the Restoration taxes were paid according to
the estimated producing power of the land, partly in money,
but chiefly in rice. The Duaikwan made an examination
and then gave a written statement of the amount due to
the Government. (Appended is a translation of one of
these documents.) The Daikwan could not be oppressive,
as he had to consult with the Shoya and Elders of
the mura. In time of calamity the Government excused
those who were not able to pay their taxes.

The people seem to have been peaceable and diligent,
and there has never been any great struggle in Suma.

Now, taxes are paid for the land itself, at the rate
of 2% 9 of its value, without regard to crops.

KECLAIMED LAND.

There was land without owners which was cultivated
by persons who took the crops and paid the taxes. At
the Restoration the ground became the property of those
persons. One such place was Tsuki-mi-Yama, which now
belongs partly to Government and partly to the people.

When the Shogunate was abolished, the extent of land
allotted to each person was changed by Government
order. This was formerly settled by Shoya, who did it
rather arbitrarily.

FENCING AND DRAINAGE.

When two persons wished to divide their lands by
fences, each man made one on his own ground, and a free
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path, one shaku wide, was left between. Both men were
afterwards responsible for the keeping of the intermediate
roadway in good condition.

Suma has a dry, sandy soil. Its fields were formerly
supplied with water by means of ponds near the sea, and
wells on the mountain side. When the ponds or wells got
out of order they were restored at the expense of the Govern-
ment. In these days the farmers themselves have to
pay for such repairs.

Near Mayeda’s house is a famous well called ‘‘Suga
ido,”” the name having been given by Prince Sugawara
Michizone. In winter, the water of this well keeps a cer-
tain level, but in summer it overflows, and helps to irrigate
the fields.

The place where Suma railway station now stands
was in olden days covered by the sea.

DISASTERS.

The disasters were generally caused by storms or
drought. The ones well remembered are :—

Meiji, 16th Year.—Drought, which ruined rice and

vegetables.

“ 1Tth <« Too much rain, making wheat
rotten.

¢« 19th  « Storm.

“ 22nd ¢ Drought.

¢« 24th o« Storm.

The old people say it was much the same in their
younger days. The big storm of 1891, the greatest
during the last seventy years, did much damage in Suma.
Government had to help the farmers, but such help is
unusual now.

In entering Suma from the east, there is an aqueduct
over which the river Tenjo runs. Sometimes the mura
is partly flooded by that river.
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SUCCESSION.

The eldest son of a family was generally the sole
heir. When he came into possession it was customary
for him to take his father’s name. In this way, the head
of one family would have the same personal and surnames
for many generations. There was no law about succession
except that it must be reported to the Shoya. It was
not usual to make a will.

In regard to succession, women had no rights. When
a father had a daughter but no son, the property was
still kept in the father's name. If a son were adopted
and made heir, he changed his name for that of his adoptive
father.

If the eldest son’s conduct was very bad, it was
not an uncommon thing for the second son to take his
position.

The heir had to pay all the debts of his ancestor, no
matter how small the inheritance or how great the debts.

THE SUMA OF TO-DAY.

Land in Suma is now rapidly rising in value. The
place is only five miles by rail from Kobe, and is becoming
noted as a health resort. Wealthy foreigners are leasing
ground on the hill sides or by the sea, and building country
homes, where they can enjoy the fresh breezes and the
sweet scent of the spruces, and from where they can watch
the sea-birds flitting across the stormy Straits of Akashi,
as in the good old days of the Tokugawa, when the
people sang :—

¢ Awaji shima
Kayo chidori no
Naku koye ni
Tkuye nezamenu
Suma no sekimori,”
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(The guards of the Suma barrier hear in their dreams
the cries of the sea-birds going to and returning from
the Island of Awaji).

NOTES.

Ta=grain land.

Hatake=vegetable gardens.
Aratame=changed, as to crops.
Shinden=newly opened land.
Okoshikaeshi—=tilled ground.
DMatsu-goki-tachi=pine trees and bushes.
Magusaba=pasture.

Honhata—upland fields.
Hatakata=hill-side.
Take-ko-tachi—forest of bamboo and other trees.
Matsu-ki-tachi=pine trees-

TRANSLATION.

The Fixed Taxes of Ushidoshi. For ten years from
Ushi to Inu. Total amount 1,020 koku, 6 to, 4 sho.
Higashi Suma mura,
Yabegun, Settsu-no-kuni,

TA LAND.

Items.

930 koku, 9 to, 8 sho, 7 go. From this amount the
following are taken out :

108 koku, 2 to, 8 sho, 3qo,—=ground taken up by houses,
ditches, dikes and wells;

2 to, 5 sho, 6 go=places where sand is deposited.

Net Amount, 827 koku, 4 to, 4 sho, 8 go.

Ttems.
Amount 801 koku, 4 go(=the value of the land
measured by rice).
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HONDEN,

596 koku, 8 to, 8 sho—tax.

The rate is 7 shaku, 4 bu, 5 rin, 2 mo (that is
about 2%).

Amount, 6,970 go, Nennen Shinden.

8,700 go=1tax ....ccverviiiiiiiiiiniiii 5. 808 r.
Amount, 11, 151 go Mi.

5,120 go=1ax ..ccocriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 4. 572r.
Amount, 1, 182 go, * Inu,”” Aratame Shinden.

542 go=tax. .....ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 4. 585 r.
Amount, 102 go “Inu, Mi.”” Shinden.

46 go=tax. ......coiiiiiiiiiiiii 4. 500 r.
Amount, 290 go ¢ Mi, Hitsuji, Tori,” Shinden.

181 go=tax. ....cccccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiia, 4. 500 r.
Amount, 416 go “Mi,” Okoshikayeshi.

187 go=tax...co..cooooiiiiiiiiiiiin 4.500 r.
Amount, 222 go. ¢ Mi, Hitsuji, Tori”’ Shinden.

88 go=tax..........oiiiiiiiiii 8.964 r.

Amount, 1,227 go. Last “I,” Matsu gaki tachi
okoshikaeshi.

123 go=taX.....ce.coieiiiiiiiniiiii, 1.000 r.
Amount, 8,549 go, “I" Okoshikayeshi.

218 o=tax ...cccvvuiiiiiiii .600 r.
Amount, 1,385 go, Last ¢“I’’ Magusaba okoshikaeshi.

40 go=tax ......coiiiiiiiiiiiiii .300 r.

The whole amount of ta land is 607 koku, T sho=tax.

HATAKE LAND.

89 koku, T to, 8 go. In this there is 131 go of ta
changed into hatake land. From the amount the following
are deducted :—

120 jo—for land on which the village storehouse stands.

82 yo—for sand deposits, erosive banks, and land

broken by the river.
Net Amount, 89 koku, 2 to, 8 sho, 1 go.
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Ttems.
Amount, 70,583 go. Honhata. -
88,516 go=tax........coeunnn. v ieaaens 5.4572 r. Pt o
Amount, 2,900 go. Shinyajichi. R 70,5838 &
1,857 G0==taXureeevveeeeeeaeienrreeeeeens 6.493 r. FH=38.5166 -« - 00 e FREFE 5.4572 (EL135.457%)
Amount, 520 go. Neunnen Shinden. HEFER 2,900 (EL<@2,0006]) HrEif
Q76 GO=tBX +eevrrreerirneirerrernerinereaanes 5.308 r. FEH= 13576 - - 000 FEHE 6.493
Amount, 679 go. ¢ Inun,” aratame Shinden. PE T 520 4 2 T
811 go==taX ....oeviiiiniiiiiiiiiin s e 4.584 r. FE= 276H - - - 0 e FEE 5.308
Amount, 1,219 go. “Mi, Hitsuji, Tori.”” Shinden. A 679% T SrebHH
484 go=tax.....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiia .. 8.970 r. FEE= 31H FEEE 4,584
Amount, 152 go. ¢ Inu, Hitsuji,”” Shinden. R 1,2198 T k. By B
53 go=taX.....cociiiiiiiiiii 8.600 r. T = 4844+ « - o o e e FEE 3,970
Amount, 181 yo. I”—"The old “ta” land changed A 1524 M. 3, b
iuto hatake. FH= 53F- - FHE 3.500
46 Jo=taX......ceiriiriniitiiiiee 8.500 r. e 1314 M0 HOCH 2 BIHANDETE )
Amount, 247 go. ¢ Tori” Okoshikayeshi. = G465 - e e e FEZE 3,500
842 yo=tax............ RIS R {3.500 T. W 247 (EL<132.407) & M, e LKL
Amount, 2,555 go. ¢ Tori, U,” Okoshikayeshi. R = a2l e e e EEE 3 50
824 go=tax........ BRI SRR e 8.225 r. WEEE 25558 EL O, R LR L
Amouut, 827 go. ¢ Mi” Okoshikayeshi. — . Y
105 JOmmtAX e eeereeeseeeeeeeen e 3.917 1. = ol FICE 3.225
Amount, 8,110 go. ¢ Tori” Okoshikayeshi. Efﬂ?i ST ‘BiRc Lj"ib
983 Jo==taX..o.iuiiiiiiiiii 3.000 r. $§: W05 - v e e FRAE 3.217
Amouut, 1,895 yo. ¢ Uma’’ Okoshikayeshi. R 31108 RS L
AT4 JOm=taAX .1\ eerineeenererieii e aee 2.500 r. FH= 933G - - FRE3.000
Amount, 181 go. TLast ¢1” Hatakata okoshikayeshi. R 1,8058 TPy UL
86 yo=tax .....ocoi i 2.000 r. FH= 4amaF FHHE 2.500
Amount, 610 go. Last «“I” Take kotachi okoshi- R 18147 5 T MhREZ LEL
kayeshi. FH= 36H- - FHFE 2.000
Bl go==tAX .eeirriiniiiiiriiiiie e 1.000 r. A 6108 % %) R IbiEZ Lk L
Amount, 2,822 go. Last “I" Magusaba okoshi- FE= 6B ETFE 1,000
kayeshi. AEER 2,826 x5 ) WG LIEL
85 J0==baX ...iiitiiiiiiieie e 8.000 r. FH= 85FH - - - FEHE 3.000 (EL < 120.300)
The whole amount of hatake land is 44 koku, 4 to, 8 go= MoOEFEFEIL, 444 43F3 Ao
tax.
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The tax on the best land is 651,473 go.

Amount 8 kokw, 4 to, 6 sho, 6 go, all Shinden, in the
same mura. From this 836 go is deducted as allowance for
land broken by river and for sand deposits. Remaining
amount 3,130 go.

Itemns.
Amoant 2,566 go Honbata.
642 go=taxX....c.ocvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 2.502 r.
Amount 222 go. Last ‘I’ Matsuki tachi okoshikayeshi.
22 go=tax. ..o 1.000 r.
Amount 842 go. Okoshikayeshi.
20 (JO==buX. .. it e 585 r.

Whole amount of taxes=—0684 go. ¢Ta’ land. Shinden
of same mura.

Amount 835 yo.

450 go==tax......cciiii i 5.889 r.

Total amouunt of taxes for Shinden, 1,184 go.

The total amonnt of taxes in rice is 652,607 go.
612,499 go is to be paid in silver; 490,108 go is to be paid
in rice. Besides these there are :—

38 momme, 5 bu, silver
The Goverument forest gruss tax;
615 ¢o, rice.
Lixpenses for lodging of post horses ;
2,050 go, rice.
Expenses for nobles’ ‘kago’ bearers ;
158 momme, T bu, 4 rin, silver.
Expenses for Goverument store-houses.

FORESTS.—FIVE PLACES.

The arvea of land is 74 eho, 9 tan, 7 se, 14 bu.
Total Rice—0655,272 yo—-Silver, 192 momme, 2 bu, 4 rin.
The above being fixed, the farmers and tenants must
moeel and pay thoir taxes before the 15th of December.
(Signed) Ishibara Shiozaburo. (Daikwan).
October, 9th year of Kansei.
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