PREFACE

THIS volume is the fourth in the series of ““ Background ”
books issued by the United Council for Missionary
Education, and is an attempt to describe in a few short
chapters the life and ways of the people of Japan,
following as far as possible the method which was used
in writing of the peoples of China, Africa, and India.
It is only an outline, and the information in it has of
necessity been compressed into very few pages, but it
may serve as a background for teachers in day and
Sunday schools who wish to bring home to their pupils
that the people of Japan are real; that they have their
joys and sorrows, their history and traditions, and that
these are worthy of serious study.

In writing a short account of a nation with a civiliza-
tion in some ways more highly developed than our own,
every point of view and every modifying circumstance
cannot be presented, but it is hoped that where it has
been found necessary to speak of what is weak or bad
there has been no lack of charity, no exaggeration or
unfairness. The writer is proud to count herself a friend
of the Japanese people, and wishes to place on record the
kindness which she has received from them during a
period extending over many years. If this little book
induces some people to read and inquire more about
the age-long customs, the new aspirations and achieve-
ments, and the needs of this wonderful island empire,
it will not have been written in vain.

In order to arrive at a real understanding of Japan it
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is important to learn something of the art of the country
as contained in pictures, china, lacquer, and the national
dress. Books written in the Japanese language are
beyond most of us, but Japan is rich in beautiful things,
and these speak a language which may be learnt by all.
The art of the country has not been touched upon in the
following pages, but many treasures may be found
amongst us, and will repay careful study and examination
by discriminating eyes which can distinguish between
that which is “ exported for business” and that which
is the fruit of many years of patient labour.

The author wishes to give grateful thanks to all those
who, by criticism and encouragement, or by supplying
additional information, have made possible the writing

of this short outline.

June 1928
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