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Abstract
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According to Elder (1985), the life course is defined as “trajectories” through life,
differentiated by age, with the timing, duration, spacing, and order of events defined from the

perspective of social patterns. Analyzing cases of frequently repeated international movements in
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terms of the key concepts of (1) location in time and place, (2) timing in life, (3) linked lives, and (4)
human agency, this study clarifies the process whereby human agency exerts influence, particularly
in the context of life courses involving repeated international movement.

In September 2017, I conducted an interview study (using semi-structured interviews)
involving three cases in a snowball format. Of these, I attempted a life-course analysis for two cases
(Cases 1 and 2) of families with experience of multiple overseas postings. The social convoy
underwent significant change upon contact with other cultures, and initially, a situation prevailed in
which they were unable to hide their confusion over this change. However, in both of the analyzed
cases, the social convoys that had built up in their own cultures changed as they overcame their
situation; they gained the ability to link their reorganized social convoy with flexible social

relationships, resulting in increased human agency.
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