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Abstract
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This paper investigates the phenomena of a functional shift between modal auxil-
iary verbs and attribute abstractors seen in Japanese DP-no-yooda constructions.
For example, in the sentence like Ano hito-wa kodomo-no-yooda, we can read it
in two ways: (i) That person seems to be a child; (ii) That person is childish (i.e.,
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the subject, ano hito, is small, cute, naive, etc.). The -yooda in the reading (i)
functions as a modal auxiliary verb, while that of (ii) works as an attribute ab-
stractor, an auxiliary which abstracts the subject’s attribute(s). The purpose of this
paper is to make the mechanism of the functional alternation explicit. Based on
the observation of the differences between modal -yoo and attribute abstractor -
yoo by Huang (1999) and paying attention to two kinds of -no (cf. Okutsu (1999),
Nishiyama (2003), and Tamura (2022)) in a DP-no-yooda phrase, we will suggest
each one’s syntactic (cf. Miyagawa 2022) and semantic (cf. Gunji 2015) computa-
tion formally and show that the functional alternation occurs through each process
of compositionality.
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(21) -mas- contains an uninterpretable feature that needs to be valued. ... this feature is the
allocutive ¢-feature, . .. it is this allocutive ¢-feature that raises from -mas- to C.
(Miyagawa 2022: 52)
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THENT 5, 2R LT, ZoR D E (TP) 2 Z DHEBICR O Z 2iZk s, &\
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(25) ¢
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rERELEI N —Bb B FTiE R, H@EKFATH 5,

iz, BERFHHEICHWZFEELZ T TE L, TR SiAacHwLNE THDA (a) 1
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